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Abstract

This study examines how Oman has been represented in Western scholarship across a wide
range of sources, including political reports, travel narratives, translations, academic studies, and
artistic productions. It traces European and American engagement with Oman from the medieval
period to the present, demonstrating how commercial networks, imperial interests, and evolving
scholarly practices shaped these representations. The article highlights contributions by British,
French, German, Italian, Russian, and American scholars working across diverse fields, including
history, philology, Ibadi theology, archaeology, and anthropology. In doing so, it charts the gradual
transition from colonial-era modes of description toward more critical and academically grounded
approaches, while also acknowledging the enduring influence of Orientalist scholarship on both
Western interpretations of Oman and Omani historiography itself.
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Introduction: Orientalism and the Study of Oman

This paper provides a comprehensive overview of how Oman has been
represented by Western scholars and Orientalists, whose works span a wide
range of genres, including political reports, travel narratives and memoirs,
translations, academic studies, journalism, and artistic depictions such as
paintings and portraits. The topic has received limited systematic attention in
scholarly literature.

While Edward Said’s critique of Orientalism remains an essential reference
point for understanding the relationship between knowledge production and
imperial power, this article does not adopt his framework as a singular or
overarching interpretive model. Said’s analysis is primarily focused on the
Eastern Mediterranean and the Arab Mashriq, and does not fully capture
the diversity, chronology, and regional specificity of Western scholarly
engagements with Oman. Instead, the study adopts a multi-layered analytical
approach that moves beyond rigid East-West binaries and avoids treating the
“Near East” or “Middle East” as homogeneous analytical categories. Oman
is approached as a historical and cultural space located at the intersection of
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Arab, Islamic, Mediterranean, and Western Indian Ocean worlds — a liminal
position that shaped Western writings in ways not adequately explained by
classical Orientalist paradigms alone.

Within this framework, the term “Orientalist” is used in a contextual and
pragmatic sense rather than as a strictly ideological label. It refers to scholars
and writers who engaged with Oman under markedly different temporal,
methodological, and institutional conditions, including figures operating prior
to the formal consolidation of Orientalism as a discipline, as well as those
whose work transcended or challenged its epistemological assumptions.
By foregrounding this plurality of perspectives, the paper emphasises the
heterogeneity of Western representations of Oman, ranging from early travel
accounts and colonial administrative texts to modern linguistic, historical, and
transregional studies. This diversity underscores the need to move beyond
monolithic or Eurocentric models of knowledge production when assessing
the evolution of Western perceptions of Oman.

Analyses of Western literature on Oman have often been narrow in scope,
focusing primarily on specific national traditions or particular literary genres
(Al-Hajri, 2006, 2011), or appearing only as peripheral components within
broader surveys of the Arab world (Peterson, 1991). A notable exception is
Hamilton’s An Arabian Utopia: The Western Discovery of Oman (2010);
however, this work is confined to sources prior to 1970 and does not examine
contemporary contexts or engage critically with the materials. In light of these
limitations, a comprehensive study of how Western perceptions of Oman have
evolved over time is both timely and necessary.

In addressing this gap, the present study offers a long-term, integrative
analysis of Western representations of Oman from the medieval period to the
present, encompassing diverse geographical, intellectual, and disciplinary
contexts. It adopts a transnational and comparative perspective that goes
beyond Anglophone scholarship by including contributions from Italian,
Russian, and Polish academic traditions alongside those from British, French,
German, and American scholarship. This broader corpus allows for a more
nuanced understanding of how Oman has been perceived and interpreted across
different scholarly cultures and historical periods. The extensive chronological
framework further enables tracing the evolution of interpretive approaches and
narrative constructions, from early commercial and imperial engagements to
more specialised and critically informed academic research.

By situating these varied sources within a single analytical framework, the
paper moves beyond a descriptive catalogue of authors and texts to examine
the dynamic processes through which Western knowledge about Oman was
produced, transmitted, and reinterpreted over time. This approach contributes
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to a historically grounded understanding of Western engagements with Oman
and their enduring impact on both external perceptions and local historiography.
Examining the subject from these multiple angles provides a clearer picture of
the European Orientalist perspective on “the Eastern other.” While Western
writers” approaches evolved over time, their attitudes were often applied not
only to Oman but also to other Near Eastern regions. Nevertheless, this study
focuses specifically on Oman — its contemporary geographical location and
borders, as well as the intersections among the various approaches outlined
above, which often resist neat categorisation. When considered together,
these approaches reveal shared features and patterns across different texts
and periods. Recent bibliographical compilations on Oman studies (King and
Stevens, 1973; Custers, 2016) provide valuable resources for contextualising
these contributions and understanding their significance within the broader
history of Western scholarship on Oman.

Early European Encounters and Pre-Modern Representations

European engagement with Oman and the wider Arabian/Persian Gulf evolved
significantly between the late medieval and early modern periods, reflecting
broader transformations in global trade, maritime technology, and imperial
ambition. Scholarship on this engagement has increasingly emphasised
continuity as well as rupture: while the Portuguese voyages of exploration in
the sixteenth century marked a decisive shift in the balance of power in the
Indian Ocean, they also built upon earlier patterns of commercial interaction
and knowledge production established by Mediterranean merchants in the
centuries preceding European overseas expansion.

The period between the 7% and 9" centuries AH (13" to 15" centuries CE)
witnessed the intensification of maritime trade linking the Mediterranean
with the Indian Ocean. Italian maritime republics — especially Venice and
Genoa — played a central role in this process, acting as intermediaries between
European markets and the Islamic commercial world. Merchant reports,
travel accounts, and cartographic materials from this period constitute the
earliest sustained European references to Oman, appearing notably in Marco
Polo’s descriptions of Hormuz, Qalhat, and Dhofar. Although shaped by the
conventions and limitations of medieval travel literature, these accounts reveal
Oman’s integration into long-distance trade networks and its importance as
a maritime hub connecting the Persian Gulf with the Arabian Sea and beyond.

More substantial documentation emerged from the commercial archives
of Genoese and Venetian merchants, generated during an era of intense
rivalry for access to Eastern goods. Genoa’s establishment of a trading post
in Shiraz, managed through guild structures and deliberate secrecy, illustrates
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the sophistication of late medieval European commercial practices and their
reliance on Islamic-dominated trade systems. As demonstrated in the work of
Piacentini Fiorani and Maestri, these archives include the earliest European
references to Oman as Dar al-aman (“The House of Safety”), a designation that
underscores perceptions of political stability, legal protection, and commercial
reliability.

This late medieval phase of European engagement with Oman was
predominantly commercial in character and adaptive in practice. European
merchants operated within well-established Indian Ocean trading systems
dominated by Arab, Persian, and Indian actors, and were largely dependent on
existing local intermediaries, port infrastructures, and institutional frameworks.
As Abu-Lughod (1989), Chaudhuri (1985, 1990), and Subrahmanyam (1990,
2005, 2012) argue, this period is best understood not in terms of European
dominance, but rather as one of asymmetric interdependence, in which
European commercial participation was conditioned by the structures and
norms of Islamic and Asian maritime economies. Reconstructions of Oman’s
role during this era, drawing on both European and Islamic sources, challenge
interpretations that cast the region as peripheral, instead highlighting its active
and integrative function within wider Afro-Eurasian trade networks. Early
scholarly interpretations of Mediterranean and Indian Ocean commerce were
shaped by the longue durée framework advanced by Fernand Braudel, whose
emphasis on geographical and structural constraints provided a foundational
model for maritime history. While Braudel’s approach remains influential,
subsequent scholarship has critically reassessed its Mediterranean-centred
orientation and expanded the analytical focus to recognise the Indian Ocean as
a dynamic and interconnected commercial world in its own right, characterised
by multiple centres of agency and long-standing transregional linkages (Abu-
Lughod, 1989; Chaudhuri, 1985, 1990; Subrahmanyam, 1990, 2005, 2012).

A major historiographical and material shift occurs with the Portuguese
voyages of exploration in the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries. The
opening of the Cape of Good Hope route fundamentally altered maritime
navigation, allowing Portugal to bypass Mediterranean intermediaries and
inaugurating a new phase of direct European intervention in the Indian Ocean.
Unlike the Genoese and Venetians, the Portuguese combined commercial
objectives with military force and territorial occupation. Oman became a focal
point of this strategy, culminating in Portuguese control over key ports and
fortifications along the Omani coast between 1507 and 1650.

The Portuguese presence generated a far richer and more systematic body of
documentation than earlier medieval sources. Early travellers, administrators,
and chroniclers such as Duarte Barbosa, Tomé Pires, Jodo de Barros, Gaspar
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Correia, Afonso de Albuquerque, and Pedro Teixeira produced detailed textual
accounts of Oman, Muscat, Sohar, Qalhat, and the Kingdom of Hormuz. These
works provide invaluable information on maritime trade, urban life, military
campaigns, and imperial strategy in the Persian Gulf. Texts such as Barbosa’s
descriptions of Indian Ocean ports, Pires’s Suma Oriental, and Barros’s Décadas
da Asia reveal how Oman and Hormuz were conceptualised as strategic nodes
essential to controlling Gulf commerce. Albuquerque’s correspondence further
exposes the geopolitical logic underpinning Portuguese ambitions, particularly
the desire to dominate chokepoints and maritime corridors.

Visual and cartographic sources from this period, including the Codice
Casanatense, complement textual records by offering some of the earliest
European depictions of Muscat and Hormuz. These images illustrate
fortifications, settlements, and shipping activity, providing material evidence
of the transformation of Omani coastal spaces under Portuguese occupation.
Together, textual and visual materials form a foundational corpus for
reconstructing the political, economic, and maritime history of Oman during
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.

The arrival of what is often termed the Age of Imperialism (16" to 19
centuries) also ushered in more systematic and chronological record-keeping.
Portuguese archives, in particular, document not only major political and
military events but also aspects of daily social and urban life, rendering them
an indispensable component of Oman’s historical heritage. From the 17%®
century onward, British, Dutch, and French archival sources further expanded
the documentary record. The archives of the Dutch East India Company
and the British East India Company offer detailed insights into commercial
practices, diplomacy, and regional power struggles, though historians have
noted the methodological challenges involved in disentangling competing
imperial perspectives and interests.

Modern scholarship on Portuguese activity in Oman and the Persian Gulf
began to coalesce into a distinct field in the mid-twentieth century. Charles
R. Boxer laid early foundations with his studies of the Portuguese maritime
empire, notably The Portuguese Seaborne Empire, 1415-1825, which
contextualised Portuguese naval power and administration within a global
imperial framework. Jean Aubin significantly refined this approach through
his meticulous studies of Hormuz under Portuguese and Safavid rule, drawing
on Portuguese, Persian, and Arabic sources to illuminate the complex political
dynamics of the Gulf.

Subsequent scholars further deepened the field. Luis Filipe Thomaz’s work
on the Estado da India clarified the ideological and administrative logic of
Portuguese expansion, while Rui Manuel Loureiro focused on diplomatic
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encounters and documentary traditions linking Portugal to the Persian Gulf.
Anthony Disney contributed analyses of imperial governance and trade
structures, and Giorgio Rota integrated Safavid and Persian perspectives into the
study of Portuguese—Iranian relations. More recently, Sanjay Subrahmanyam
has reframed historiography through a connected history approach, situating
Oman and Hormuz within broader transregional networks of commerce,
diplomacy, and cultural exchange.

This trend has been extended by a new generation of scholars, notably
Dejanirah Couto and Jodo Teles e Cunha, whose work emphasises
intercultural diplomacy, maritime networks, and the political, economic, and
social structures of Portuguese rule in the Arabian Peninsula. Collectively,
this scholarship has transformed the study of Portuguese presence in Oman
from a largely descriptive imperial narrative into a critical, multilingual, and
comparative field. When read alongside earlier medieval merchant sources,
it reveals both continuity and transformation in European engagement with
Oman — from commercial adaptation within Islamic trade systems to imperial
domination and, ultimately, to modern historiographical reassessment.

European and Western Engagement with Oman: From Medieval
Travelers to Modern Scholarship

European interactions with Oman, spanning the medieval period to the mid-
20" century, have produced a rich and multilayered body of knowledge that
continues to shape contemporary understanding of the region. The earliest
accounts were largely travel narratives, beginning with Marco Polo in the 13®
century, who provided one of the first European descriptions of Oman’s coastal
regions, emphasising its strategic location within the Indian Ocean trade
networks. These narratives combined curiosity, observation, and commercial
interest, marking the initial European encounter with Omani society and
economy.

In the 16™ and 17" centuries, Portuguese chroniclers such as Tomé Pires (c.
1468—c. 1540) in his Suma Oriental (1515), Ferndo Mendes Pinto (c. 1509—
1583) in Peregrina¢do, and (c. 1590—-1641), along with the Codice Casanatense,
produced systematic observations of Oman’s ports, fortifications, maritime
trade, and political organisation. These accounts combined textual, visual, and
cartographic detail, creating some of the earliest European representations of
Omani society. However, they were inevitably filtered through the perspectives
of foreign merchants and colonial observers, reflecting both curiosity and
commercial priorities. Dutch travellers in the seventeenth century, including
Johan Nieuhof (1618-1672) and Olfert Dapper (1636—1689), extended this
knowledge through VOC-sponsored reports, emphasising Oman’s economic
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networks, urban centres, and maritime culture. While their work was often
pragmatic — designed to aid Dutch trade — it also contributed valuable
ethnographic observations, laying a foundation for later European scholarship.

From the 17" through the 19" centuries, British travellers and consular
officials such as Robert Lambert Playfair (1828—1899) and Samuel Barrett Miles
(1838-1914) combined first-hand observation with official correspondence to
document Oman’s tribal structures, governance, and commercial life. Their
writings reflect both systematic empirical documentation and the influence of
British imperial priorities, producing knowledge that would be foundational
for later Orientalist and academic scholarship. Alongside textual accounts,
Enlightenment-era scientific observers such as Carsten Niebuhr (1733—-1815)
contributed cartographic precision and empirical methodology, while 19%-
century artistic representations offered visual interpretations of Oman, further
enriching European perceptions of its society, culture, and landscape.

The 20" century witnessed a diversification of perspectives, as Western
engagement with Oman shifted from exploratory and administrative observation
to more systematic academic and field-based study. Scholars, diplomats, and
military officers-including Ronald Wingate, James Morris, John Townsend,
and Donald Hawley (Wingate, 1959; Morris, 1957; Hawley, 1976, 1977;
Townsend, 1977) — provided detailed accounts of Oman’s social and political
structures, landscapes, and modernisation processes. Military figures involved
in conflicts such as Jabal al-Akhdar and Dhofar (Akehurst, 1982; Skeet, 1974,
1992; Smiley, 1960, 1975) contributed operational and strategic perspectives,
documenting the interplay between local authority, insurgent movements, and
regional geopolitics. These accounts, while shaped by personal, political, or
imperial perspectives, offer invaluable empirical evidence for understanding
Oman’s social, political, and military history. Wilfred Thesiger, in particular,
with his immersive ethnography in Arabian Sands (1959), provided a vivid
and empathetic portrayal of Oman’s tribal and desert societies, emphasising
oral traditions, human resilience, and the lived experiences of Omanis,
complementing archival and administrative narratives.

Collectively, these travellers documented Oman through a combination
of narrative storytelling, empirical observation, and political commentary,
producing a rich yet inherently subjective record. This record not only laid the
groundwork for subsequent scholarly research but also reflected the authors’
personal, commercial, and political perspectives. The combined contributions
of travellers, colonial administrators, military officers, and professional
scholars reveal a layered and evolving understanding of Oman. Early travel
narratives and consular reports provided descriptive, ethnographic, and visual
accounts, often mediated through commercial or imperial frameworks. 20"-
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century scholarship introduced greater empirical rigour, archival precision, and
methodological sophistication, incorporating approaches from archaeology,
fieldwork, philology, and Islamic studies. Together, these works offer a multi-
dimensional perspective on Oman’s landscapes, societies, governance, and
religious life, illustrating how Western knowledge of the Sultanate has been
constructed, contested, and refined over time. Crucially, they underscore that
a comprehensive understanding of Oman requires integrating observation,
textual analysis, and field-based research — a convergence of perspectives that
continues to shape contemporary historiography and deepen our appreciation
of the Sultanate’s complex history, culture, and role within the broader Indian
Ocean world.

Imperial Archives and Colonial Knowledge Production

British archives contain some of the most extensive and critical documentation
on modern Omani history, particularly from the late eighteenth century to the
present. Extending geographically from Oman to East Africa and the Indian
subcontinent, and chronologically across nearly four centuries, these records
have been published in sequential series and remain an indispensable source
for scholars of Omani and Indian Ocean history (Aitchison, 1909; Tuson,
1979, 1985; Tuson and Quick, 1992; Trench, 1994). Taken together, British
archival materials provide multiple layers of historical knowledge about
Oman, including diplomatic correspondence, political treaties, commercial
networks, maritime security, and imperial administration, reflecting Britain’s
long-standing strategic engagement with Muscat and its rulers.

In addition to British records, French archival materials have contributed
important, though more uneven, insights into Omani—European relations.
Recent work by Xavier Beguin-Billecocq has brought to light previously
underutilised documents from French archives that shed new light on Omani—
French diplomatic and commercial interactions from the late eighteenth
century onward (Beguin-Billecocq, 1991, 1994, 1995). However, because
French political and strategic interest in the Indian Ocean fluctuated over time,
the archival record is comparatively fragmented, offering episodic rather than
continuous coverage of Oman (Germain, 1868a, 1868b).

Russian archival sources, preserved primarily in the Russian State Archive
of the Navy, reflect a more limited but still significant phase of external
engagement with Oman and the Gulf. These materials date mainly to the
19" century, when Russia sought access to the warm waters of the Indian
Ocean and briefly turned its attention to the Persian Gulf. Russian interest
declined following the Bolshevik Revolution, and, as a result, the surviving
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archival extracts cover only part of the nineteenth century, offering insight
into diplomatic ambitions and naval perceptions rather than sustained political
involvement (Rezvan, 2013).

American records, held chiefly at the American Reform Mission in
Michigan, provide a different and particularly valuable perspective on Omani
history. From the establishment of the American Mission in Oman in 1896,
missionaries produced extensive written reports, photographs, and personal
observations documenting public life, social conditions, health, education, and
everyday practices, especially in Muscat. These materials may be regarded as a
“general record of Oman,” offering a rare social and visual complement to the
predominantly political and diplomatic European archives (Scudder, 1998).
In addition, the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)
in Washington, D.C., holds a significant collection of American documents
relating to Oman, including diplomatic correspondence, trade reports, and
political analyses, which can further enrich historical research. Together, these
sources provide a comprehensive, multinational foundation for reconstructing
Oman’s political, social, and economic history across both the early modern
and modern periods.

Other key sources for the modern history of Oman and the Persian Gulf
include John Gordon Lorimer’s Gazetteer of the Persian Gulf, Oman and
Central Arabia, published by the British Government in India in 1908. This
encyclopaedic work remains an indispensable reference for contemporary
researchers, offering detailed information on political structures, geography,
tribal relations, and diplomacy across the region (Lorimer, 1908; Warden,
1856a, 1856b). At the same time, the Gazetteer must be approached critically,
as it represents a form of colonial knowledge production explicitly designed
to serve imperial administrative and strategic objectives, privileging British
political interests while marginalising local epistemologies and Omani
perspectives. As Fuccaro has demonstrated, such bodies of knowledge
functioned “at the service of the British Empire,” shaping regional narratives
in ways that facilitated governance and control rather than historical neutrality.
By the early twentieth century, however, imperial administrations were no
longer the sole producers of systematic knowledge about the Gulf. Following
the discovery of oil, corporate archives maintained by major oil companies —
notably the Arabian American Oil Company (ARAMCO), Shell, and British
Petroleum (BP) — emerged as another influential layer of documentation.
These companies employed specialists in historical, geographical, and
political research alongside technical staff, generating extensive records
on the region’s social, economic, and political conditions. ARAMCO, in
particular, has published some of the most comprehensive datasets on Arabian
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affairs, following its concession agreement with Saudi Arabia in 1933 and its
expanding presence in the region from the 1950s onward (Rentz 1974, 1997).
Yet, like colonial archives, corporate oil records were produced within specific
institutional, economic, and ideological frameworks, shaped by concessionary
interests, resource extraction, and corporate — state alliances. Consequently,
both Lorimer’s Gazetteer and oil company archives must be read not only as
repositories of information about Oman and the Gulf, but also as historical
artefacts that reveal how knowledge was structured, instrumentalised, and
mobilised to serve imperial and corporate power.

Translation and the Orientalist Discovery of Omani Texts

After Napoleon’s Egyptian campaign of 1799-1801, the East began to be
seen in a new light. The scholars, archaeologists, historians and philologists
who accompanied imperial European military campaigns were influenced by
two factors: first, Europe’s Age of Enlightenment and, second, the scientific
renaissance that accompanied the Industrial Revolution, which gave a boost to
the development of European academic institutions, including disciplines such
as history, philology and archaeology. One result of this was the emergence of
anew kind of materialist interpretation of history. It was also during this period
that the central German, French, British, and Dutch schools of Orientalism
emerged as a distinct field of study. Imperialism became a feature of the global
political landscape and took on a particularly European cultural hue. Said
discusses this transitional phase in his examination of Orientalism and the
power—knowledge relationship.

The academic world outside Oman first encountered Omani culture
primarily through translations of European travel accounts, which described
the region’s ports, trade networks, social life, and political structures. Over
time, European scholars also became increasingly drawn to Omani classical
historical texts, such as letters of Omani Imams, chronicles of Ibadi scholars,
and legal and theological writings. Translations of these works allowed
scholars to access Oman’s own accounts of political events, trade relations,
and religious debates, providing insight into the country’s role in the broader
Islamic world. Importantly, these texts also conveyed the Ibadi perspective on
Islamic history, highlighting doctrinal interpretations, community governance,
and theological discourse that differed from Sunni and Shi‘i narratives. By
combining translated European travel accounts with indigenous Omani
sources, scholars gained a more nuanced understanding of Oman’s classical
Islamic history, its religious institutions, and the social and political dynamics
that shaped the Ibadi community.
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The famous French Orientalist Silvestre de Sacy (d. 1838) translated the
letters of Imam Said bin Ahmed bin Said to the French Consul in Baghdad,
Rousseau (de Sacy, 1827, vol. 3, pp. 119-38). The Rev. George Badger produced
the first work in English on Oman’s history in 1871, when he published his
translation of al-Fath al-mubin as History of the Imams and Seyyids of Oman.
His lengthy “Translator’s Introduction” was an early example of Omani history
viewed from a European perspective (Badger, 1871). Badger also collected
many Omani manuscripts, which are still held today in his name at Cambridge
University Library. The next initiative in this field was taken by Edward Ross
in 1874, when he translated the historical chapters from Kashf al-ghumma —
a work attributed to Sarhan al-Izkawt or al-Sarhani — under the title Annals of
Oman. This translation was a significant new resource for students of Omani
history (Ross, 1874).

Subsequently, several scholars began to study sections of Kashf al-ghumma
using Ross’s translation of excerpts. To this day, that book remains recognised
as an early source for Ibadi and Omani history. In his recent study of it, John
Wilkinson raises two points: first, he doubts whether — as certain scholars
claim — it was really written by Sarhan al-IzkawT (there are still question-marks
over its attribution); second, he downplays the importance of the man who
wrote it, whom he regards as a copyist rather than its actual author, since his
book has no proper structure. In Wilkinson’s opinion, it is no more than a
collection of early writings copied down by the “author” and lumped together
in a single book, taking al-Qalhat’s al-Kashf wa al-bayan (7-8™ AH /13" CE
century) as its primary source. This would indicate that the collation attributed
to the supposed author has been given unjustifiable precedence over the source
material it comprises.

Although Nur al-Din al-Salimi’s (d. 1914) Tuhfat al-a ‘yan bi-sirat ahl
‘Uman had not yet been translated, it attracted the attention of the French and
Italian schools, and it is mentioned in the writings of the Polish Orientalists
Zygmunt Smogorzewski and Tadeusz Lewicki (Smogorzewski, 1927 [publ.
1929]). In addition, Laura Vecci Vaglieri, who wrote an article entitled The
Imamate in Oman (1949), drew much of her material from al-Salim1’s book and
compared it favourably with other sources (Veccia Vaglieri, 1949; Rubinacci,
1989). The book was also reviewed in 1936 by Reginald Guest (Guest, 1936).
Recently, Jerzy Zdanowski has been working on the complete translation of
Tuhfat al-a ‘yan, which is expected to be published in 2026.

Martin Hinds translated the section on the al-Muhallab family during the
Umayyad era from al-"Awtab1’s al-Ansab as part of his study of early Islamic
history (Hinds, 1991). From the East African side, Samuel Arthur Strong
published ‘Abdullah. b. Musabbih Sawwafi’s Kitab al-Salwa fi akhbar Kilwa



16 Abdulrahman al-Salimi

in 1895 (Strong, 1895). It was later translated by Greville Freeman (Freeman-
Grenville, 1966), who eventually became the leading expert on Islamic history
in East Africa and published several works about Omani rulers and settlements
in East Africa, including the history of the Nabhant dynasty from Oman, who
ruled the Pate Kingdom in East Africa (Freeman-Grenville, 1958, 1965, 2000).

Writing Omani History in the Orientalist Tradition

Translations, political reports and accounts of archaeological expeditions
had a significant impact on the books on Omani history written by Western
Orientalists. Edward Ross followed up the publication of his translation with
several articles on Omani history (Ross, 1868, 1881, 1883). However, the
standard Orientalist take on Omani history dates back to the publication of
Samuel Miles’s The Countries and Tribes of the Persian Gulf (1919), the first
European work to chronologically describe Omani history. For his primary
source material, Miles used both Ross’s and Badger’s translations, while
his secondary sources included Classical Arabic literature and reports from
archaeological missions’ excavations (Miles, 1966). Miles was an explorer and
political agent with extensive knowledge of the region, particularly Oman, so
his observations and conclusions are still regarded as valuable and valid today
(Miles and Munzinger, 1871; Miles, 1877, 1880/1881, 1896, 1987).

In 1914, the Franco-Persian author Firouz Kajare published a book in Paris
about the history of Omani diplomacy and the conflict between the French and
British in Muscat (Kajare, 1914).

By the late 19™ century, a noticeable divergence emerged between the
German and British Orientalist schools in their approach to the study of
Oman. The British school, shaped by imperial administrative concerns and
the practical needs of colonial governance, prioritised detailed documentation
of political structures, commercial networks, tribal relations, and diplomatic
affairs, often drawing on official correspondence, consular reports, and travel
accounts. In contrast, the German school — less tied to colonial administration —
approached Omani studies from a more philological, historical, and sometimes
anthropological perspective, emphasising textual analysis, classical sources,
and religious studies, particularly the study of Ibadi Islam and early Omani
historiography. This divergence reflects not only different scholarly traditions
and methodological orientations but also the broader political and institutional
contexts in which knowledge about Oman was produced: British scholars
operated within an imperial framework that demanded utility and accuracy for
policy, whereas German researchers were largely engaged in academic inquiry
independent of immediate political imperatives. The German school began in
East Africa with the famous Orientalist Eduard Sachau’s translation in 1894 of
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a section of al-Bisyaw1’s Mukhtasar; followed by a series of studies, including
Ibn Ruzayq’s History (1899) and an excerpt from Kashf al-ghumma dealing
with the letters from ‘Abdallah b. Ibad to ‘Abd al-Malik b. Marwan (Sachau,
1894, 1898a, 1898b, 1899). In 1894, Carl Reinhardt sought a link between
Oman and East Africa in the dialects of Oman and Zanzibar and examined
Oman’s history in Zanzibar (Reinhardt, 1894). In 1892, Rochus Schmidt
published a book on the history of the Arabs in East Africa (Schmidt, 1892),
followed in 1927 by Richard Vasmer’s book on Omani coins, and in 1939
by Hedwig Klein’s publication of the Kashf al-ghumma section originally
translated by Ross (Klein, 1938).

The Germans also conducted several studies on the region’s geography.
Walther Wessler wrote a general description of the geography of the districts of
Wadi al-Ma‘awil and Nakhl in 1898. Immediately after the Second World War,
German contributions to Omani studies came to a halt, perhaps mainly due to
the division of Germany into East and West and the Communists in the East’s
support for the rebellion in southern Oman. However, there remains extensive
German literature on the history of Oman-East Africa (Schmidt, 1892; Pesek,
2002; Schneppen, 1999, 2006). German interest in Oman studies resumed
in the early 1970s, with various approaches focusing on archaeological and
geographical missions (Scholz, 1977, 1981, 1984, 1997, 2009; Scholz and
Janzen, 1982; Yule, 1999).

In Britain, Orientalist studies were given a boost by Bertram Thomas, whom
we may rightly regard as the founder of the “scientific” approach. He established
three new fields: 1) anthropological studies, 2) philological studies of the
colloquial Omani dialect, and 3) archaeological records. Thomas’s writings and
views offer essential insights for students in these areas (Thomas, 1929a, 1929b,
1929¢, 1930, 1931a, 1931b, 1931c, 1931d, 1932, 1937, 1938a, 1938D).

Rudolph Said-Ruete (1869 —1946) was a member of the Omani royal
lineage and the son of Princess Salma/Sayyida Salme bint Said (Emily Ruete).
While his mother’s Memoirs of an Arabian Princess (1886, a scientific edition:
1993) — which he helped edit and publish — provided one of the earliest
European-language first-person accounts of Omani court life and Indian
Ocean connections, Rudolph Said Ruete made his own contributions to Omani
historiography. In 1929 in London, he wrote two historical texts: one on the
Al Bil Sa‘idi family and another on Sultan Sa‘id bin Sultdn. These works
are particularly valuable because they present the history of Oman’s ruling
dynasty from an independent perspective, authored by an Omani figure outside
formal court historiography (Said-Ruete 1929a; Said-Ruete 1929b). Together
with travel narratives and archival sources, these writings enrich the Western
scholarly understanding of Oman’s political and social history.
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The British Orientalist school’s distinctive “scientific approach” to Middle
Eastern history was significantly advanced by Laurence Lockhart (1890-
1975), whose work combined meticulous archival research with a regional
analytical lens. In his 1935 article on Nadir Shah’s campaigns in Oman (1737—
1744), published in the Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies,
Lockhart examined interactions between Oman and Iran and the involvement
of European powers, especially Britain and France, within a systematic
historical framework that went beyond narrative travel accounts.' He later
expanded his research with further historical studies, including investigations
into earlier Omani threats in the seventeenth century.? Lockhart’s commitment
to rigorous use of primary and comparative sources influenced a generation
of British scholars, encouraging deeper engagement with diplomatic, military,
and regional records rather than descriptive travel literature. This shift is
evident in the work of Charles Fraser Beckingham, whose 1941 study of
Imam Ahmed bin Said’s reign employed similar source-based methods to
reconstruct Omani political history.® Subsequently, scholars such as John Kelly
and others in mid-20" century Gulf studies continued to build on Lockhart’s
model, integrating archival material with regional analysis and helping
to institutionalise scientific historical practice in the study of Oman and its
relations with neighbouring states.

During the late 19" and early 20" centuries, the majority of scientific and
academic Orientalist research concerning Oman and the Arabian Peninsula
was published in a limited number of scholarly outlets, primarily the Journal
of the Royal Asiatic Society and the Geographical Journal. These journals
predominantly focused on the Indian subcontinent and regions connected to the
British Empire in the Indian Ocean, reflecting the broader priorities of British
scholarship and administration at the time. The emphasis on these regions was
not coincidental: Oman’s strategic position at the entrance to the Persian Gulf,
along major maritime trade routes, and its political ties to British India meant
that the British Raj directly influenced the study of Oman, including through
the appointment of the British representative in Muscat. Consequently, much
of the early scholarly output on Oman was framed through the lens of imperial
administration and regional geopolitics, emphasising trade, diplomacy, and the
strategic importance of Omani ports. This focus both shaped the research’s
content and determined which sources and archival materials were accessible
to European scholars, laying the foundation for later, more systematic,
historical studies.
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From Colonial Knowledge to Academic Professionalisation:
The Evolution of Western Scholarship on Oman

The study of Oman by Western scholars over the twentieth century illustrates
a remarkable transformation, moving from exploratory and colonial-
administrativeknowledgetorigorous, interdisciplinary academicresearch. Early
engagements with Oman were often shaped by political and strategic interests,
as Western governments and their officials encouraged scholarship that could
support diplomatic or administrative objectives. By the post-First World War
period, a significant new political and intellectual element emerged: scholars
and students increasingly pursued careers in politics, colonial administration,
or the military, while their academic inquiries frequently intersected with
contemporary policy concerns. This blending of scholarship and state interest,
while producing rich empirical data, also foregrounded questions about the
influence of imperial perspectives on academic interpretations.

Within this context, John B. Kelly (1925-2009) of Oxford University
exemplifies the convergence of scholarship and political engagement. Kelly
first gained prominence with his study of the Buraimi border dispute in 1956,
analysing competing claims over strategic northern Omani oases. This early
research was followed by The Sultanate and the Imamate in Oman (1961) and
Eastern Arabian Frontiers (1964), as well as later studies on Britain’s early
presence in the Gulf and its regional conflicts (1972, 1976). Beyond academia,
Kelly served directly for the British government during the Buraimi dispute
and later advised Sheikh Zayed in Abu Dhabi. These dual roles afforded him
unparalleled access to archival materials and insider knowledge, enriching
his scholarship while also raising questions about potential imperial or state
influence. Nonetheless, Kelly’s methodology — combining political, social, and
regional analysis — set a benchmark for subsequent scholars, demonstrating
how disciplined, source-based research could transcend the limitations of
colonial narratives and travel accounts.

By the late 1960s, Oman had emerged as a focal point for a new gene-
ration of Western scholars, particularly doctoral students seeking to explo-
re the Gulf’s political, social, and religious dynamics. Robert Landen was
among the first to formalise this trend. His landmark study, Oman Since 1856
(1967), provided one of the earliest comprehensive historical accounts of the
modern Sultanate. Landen’s work exemplifies the Anglo-American archival
and empirical approach, situating Oman within regional geopolitics, British
imperial interests, and the transformations of Gulf polities. By foregrounding
documents, treaties, and local administrative records, Landen established
a model for studying Oman’s state formation and diplomacy with methodolo-
gical rigour.
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In parallel, Wendell Phillips, an American archaeologist and oil magnate,
introduced a complementary, field-oriented approach. His expeditions in the
1950s and 1960s, documented in Unknown Oman (1958) and subsequent
publications (1966, 1967), combined archaeological survey, ethnographic
observation, and historical commentary. Phillips’ work provided vivid insights
into Oman’s landscapes, settlements, and material culture, bridging textual and
archival history with the tangible realities of Oman’s geography, architecture,
and social life. Unlike purely archival historians, Phillips highlighted the
interplay between environment, settlement patterns, and social organisation,
contributing to a more holistic understanding of Omani society in the mid-
twentieth century.

Earlier, in 1956, Elie Salem of Johns Hopkins University produced Political
Theory and Institutions of the Khawarij, examining the theological and political
foundations of Ibadism. Salem’s work, though doctrinal in focus, illuminated
the ideological and social underpinnings of Oman’s Imamate. By tracing the
intellectual, legal, and governance structures of the Ibadi community, Salem
linked classical Islamic scholarship with the empirical studies that would
follow in the 1960s. His research provided crucial context for understanding
the continuity between Oman’s medieval and modern political structures,
laying the groundwork for subsequent interdisciplinary studies.

While these scholars addressed the modern and historical dimensions of
Oman, John Wilkinson serves as a crucial bridge between classical Islamic
sources and modern scholarly methods. Over a career spanning five decades,
Wilkinson traced Oman’s socio-political development from the early Islamic
era to the present. His seminal works, including Muscat and Oman (1964)
and subsequent monographs and articles (1971-1977), combined meticulous
philological analysis of classical Arabic texts with historical geography,
archaeology, and ethnographic observation. Wilkinson’s research explored the
structures of the Imamate, the role of Ibadi jurisprudence in governance, tribal
networks, and the historical evolution of Omani settlements and fortifications.
By contextualising textual sources within the physical and social landscapes of
Oman, Wilkinson provided a comprehensive and multidimensional framework
for understanding Omani history, demonstrating the value of integrating
textual, field, and comparative methods.

Wilkinson’s contemporaries, including Robert B. Serjeant, Robin Bidwell,
Raymond Bathurst, and G. Rex Smith, extended his work by drawing
extensively on Omani manuscripts, archival documents, and oral histories,
forming a scholarly network that enriched empirical knowledge and fostered
collaboration. Meanwhile, the English school significantly advanced philology,
particularly on southern Arabian dialects and non-Arabic languages spoken in



Oman in Western Orientalist Scholarship: Sources, Approaches... 21

Oman. Thomas M. Johnstone pioneered studies of southern Arabian linguistic
traditions and literary folklore, connecting Oman with South Yemen (1974—
1987). Later philologists, such as Peter Emery, Clive Holes, David Insall,
Aaron Rubin, and Miranda Morris, continued this trajectory, demonstrating
the enduring importance of language, literature, and cultural context for
understanding Oman’s society (Emery, 1997; Holes, 1989, 2013; Rubin, 2010,
2014; Morris, 1987).

Taken together, the scholarship of Kelly, Landen, Phillips, Salem, and
Wilkinson illustrates the diversification and professionalisation of Omani
studies in the mid-20" century. Archival research, ethnography, archaeology,
philology, and Islamic studies converged, producing a richer, interdisciplinary
understanding of Oman’s political, social, and cultural history. This period
marked a decisive shift away from colonial and exploratory knowledge —rooted
in administrative reports, travel accounts, and missionary writings — toward
academically rigorous approaches, emphasising methodological transparency,
field observation, and critical engagement with sources.

The evolution of Omani studies also reflects broader trends in Orientalist
scholarship. By integrating political history, material culture, theological
analysis, and philology, these scholars demonstrated the interplay between
empirical evidence, classical texts, and lived social realities, highlighting Oman
as a key site for understanding state formation, religious governance, and Gulf
regionalism. Moreover, this period laid the foundation for interdisciplinary
methodologies that continue to shape contemporary scholarship, bridging
history, anthropology, archaeology, and Islamic studies.

In conclusion, the history of Western scholarship on Oman underscores
the complex interplay between intellectual ambition, methodology, and
political context. From John B. Kelly’s politically engaged historiography,
through Robert Landen’s archival rigour, Wendell Phillips’ field-oriented
observations, Elie Salem’s theological analysis, to John Wilkinson’s integrative
philological and historical approach, the study of Oman evolved into a mature,
professionalised, and reflexive academic discipline. This intellectual trajectory
reflects not only a methodological evolution but also the growing recognition
of Oman as a dynamic site for investigating broader historical, cultural, and
political processes, from Ibadi governance and social organisation to the
transformations of the modern Gulf.

Modern Western Scholarship and New Methodologies

During the late 20" century, a new generation of scholars emerged in the
study of Oman, reflecting broader trends in Orientalist, post-Orientalist and
interdisciplinary scholarship. This scholarship can be broadly divided into
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three complementary domains: anthropological and social studies, modern
Omani history and international politics, and critical or leftist approaches that
interrogate imperial and state-centred narratives.

The first domain, anthropological and social studies, was led by American
scholars such as Dale Eickelman, whose extensive research (1980, 1983, 1984,
1985, 1987, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1993) combined ethnography with the analysis
of religious, social, and political structures in Islamic societies. Although
relatively few scholars have specialised in Oman from a strictly scientific
or ethnographic perspective, this field gradually expanded, paying particular
attention to the dynamics of Islamic societies, religious reform movements,
and contemporary fundamentalist trends, including their implications for
Oman. Within this socio-ethnographic domain, Western interest also emerged
from Norway, Germany, Poland, the UK, and the USA, producing studies that
illuminate local kinship structures, tribal authority, and everyday life. Notable
contributors include Unni Wikan (1982), Christine Eickelman (1984a, 1993),
Thomas Bierschenk (1984, 1985, 1988, 1989), Dawn Chatty (1983, 1984,
2005, 2006, 2009), and Mandana Limbert (2001, 2005, 2006, 2008a, 2000b,
2010, 2014). Collectively, these studies demonstrate how classical Orientalist
frameworks — initially focused on textual authority and philology — evolved
into ethnographic and anthropological methodologies, allowing scholars to
engage with local practices, belief systems, and social organisation while
maintaining critical awareness of the observer’s positionality.

The second domain concerns modern Omani history and Oman’s role in
regional and international politics. John Peterson has been a leading figure
in this field since the 1970s, producing empirically grounded studies that
situate Oman within broader Gulf and international frameworks. By the early
1990s, a cohort of Anglo-American scholars further advanced this approach,
emphasising archival research, fieldwork, and comparative analysis. Among
them were Jeremy Jones, Francis Owtram, and James Worrall from the UK
Joseph Kechichian, Lynn Rigsbee, Miriam Joyce, Valerie Hoffman, and
Calvin Allen from the USA; and Uzi Rabi from Israel (Jones and Ridout,
2005; Owtram, 2002, 2004; Worrall, 2013; Hoffman, 2004, 2012, 2015;
Allen, 1981, 1982, 1987; Allen and Rigsbee, 2000; Joyce, 1995; Kechichian,
1995; Rabi, 2006, 2008a, 2008b). In Central-Eastern Europe, Polish scholars
such as Barbara Michalak-Pikulska, author of the twentieth century’s first
comprehensive study of modern Omani poetry and prose (Michalak-Pikulska,
2002a, 2000b), expanded the field to include literary and cultural studies, while
Andrzej Kapiszewski focused on contemporary socio-political dynamics in the
Gulf (Kapiszewski, Al-Salimi, and Pikulski, 2006). Sebastian Zbik contributed
a Ph.D. dissertation on the various aspects of the separation of Oman and
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Zanzibar after 1856 (Zbik 2024), as well as research on the political positions
of Abdulaziz bin Said in the context of British dominance (Zbik 2022).
Jerzy Zdanowski has also made substantial contributions to modern Omani
history, particularly in the fields of socio-religious Ibadism, trade networks,
governance, and state formation (Zdanowski, 2022). This “modernist” school
is characterised by a balanced methodological approach that combines archival
research, interviews, and fieldwork. While the focus is largely on 19%- and 20%-
century Oman, these scholars provide essential frameworks for understanding
the country’s political development, regional interactions, and modernisation
processes.

In contrast, a third strand of scholarship has emerged since the 1970s,
shaped by leftist or critical perspectives that challenge traditional imperial,
state-centred, or nationalist narratives. Key figures in this domain include
the Irish scholar Fred Halliday, the Swiss historian Sigrid Stockli, and the
French-British historian Marc Valeri (Halliday, 1974; Valeri, 2003, 2007a,
2007b, 2007¢, 2009, 2010; Stockli, 2011). These scholars employ a broadly
critical lens, emphasising the economic, social, and ideological dimensions of
Omani history, rather than restricting analysis to elite political or diplomatic
events. Halliday’s work, for instance, situates Oman and the Gulf within global
economic systems and regional power structures, foregrounding the role of
social class, labour and imperial constraints in shaping local developments.
Similarly, Valeri interrogates the intersection of tribal, religious, and state
dynamics, highlighting how ideological discourses and social structures
informed political authority and resistance, while Stockli emphasises the
transnational circulation of ideas and material resources that shaped Omani
society.

The theoretical contribution of this scholarship, oriented toward the left,
extends beyond Oman and reflects broader trends in modern Middle Eastern
studies. It draws on concepts from political economy, Marxist historiography,
and postcolonial theory to interrogate the structural conditions — economic
dependency, imperial intervention, and social hierarchies — that shaped
the modern Gulf. By integrating local developments with global processes,
these scholars challenge exceptionalist or insular accounts, presenting Oman
not as a passive recipient of external influence but as an actor embedded
within asymmetrical networks of power, trade, and ideology. Moreover, their
work underscores the importance of ideology, class relations, and material
conditions in understanding both the formation of the Omani state and the
broader trajectories of the Middle East. In doing so, they have expanded the
analytical scope of Omani studies, situating it within comparative debates on
modernisation, imperialism, and social transformation across the region.
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Taken together, these three strands — anthropological, modern-historical,
and critical — demonstrate the evolution of Orientalist scholarship on Oman.
Classical European textual and travel-based studies gradually gave way to
interdisciplinary, empirical, and reflexive methodologies, allowing modern
scholars to critically engage with Oman’s social structures, religious life,
political development, and historical representation. At the same time, these
approaches highlight the limits and biases of earlier knowledge, emphasising
the need to contextualise historical sources — whether travel accounts, archival
records, or state documents — within the political and intellectual frameworks
in which they were produced.

A notable recent contribution to the study of Oman is Sultan Qaboos
and Modern Oman, 1970-2020, edited by A. J. Fromherz and A. Al-Salimi
(Edinburgh University Press, 2022), which provides a comprehensive
examination of the country’s history, culture, and literature. This work is
particularly significant for its methodological approach, which synthesises and
organises the existing scholarly research on Oman to provide a state-of-the-art
overview of the field. The editors systematically collect, assess, and structure
a wide range of publications, enabling readers to navigate the complex
historiography with clarity and precision. The volume demonstrates a thorough
engagement with both textual and archival sources, offering a coherent and up-
to-date account of academic scholarship on Oman. Its extensive bibliography
represents an invaluable resource for future research, underscoring the editors’
commitment to consolidating and advancing understanding of Omani history
and society. This contribution complements earlier historiographical traditions
while situating modern Omani studies within broader scholarly debates on
state-building, modernisation, and cultural development.

Ibadi Studies and Transnational Scholarly Networks

At the turn of the 20" century, European Orientalist scholarship on Oman
began to diversify, reflecting broader intellectual trends in historiography,
philology, and Islamic studies. The French and Italian Orientalist schools
played particularly significant roles in shaping the study of Oman, though
their approaches were framed by their respective imperial contexts. French
scholarship, influenced by the Annales School, emphasised historical texts and
sought to integrate the study of Islamic civilisation with social and political
history. Leading French scholars, including Zygmunt Smogorzewski, Tadeusz
Lewicki, Ernest Zeys, and Pierre Cuperly, produced critical research on Ibadi
theology and law, as well as Oman’s historical and commercial interactions with
the broader Indian Ocean world. Lewicki’s 1935 study on Omani merchants
and early trade links with China and North Africa exemplifies how European
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Orientalists combined trade, political, and religious studies to contextualise
Oman within regional networks (Lewicki, 1935, 1971). Smogorzewski, in
turn, bridged historical and religious scholarship by analysing the political
structures and trade networks connecting Oman to other parts of the Islamic
world.

Italian Orientalism, while sharing an interest in classical Islamic history,
was particularly focused on textual criticism, philosophy, and belief systems,
often influenced by the German philological tradition. Prominent figures
include Carlo Alfonso Nallino, Mario Martino Moreno, Roberto Rubinacci, and
Laura Veccia Vaglieri, whose work contributed to the understanding of Oman’s
intellectual and religious traditions (Van Ess, 2014; Al-Salimi and Madelung,
2014). Contemporary Italian scholarship continues this tradition through
both classical and archacological studies. Scholars such as Ersilia Francesca,
Valeria Piacentini Fiorani, and Beatrice Nicolini have examined early Omani
texts, jurisprudence, economic history, and Oman’s connections with the
Indian Ocean and East Africa, filling critical gaps left by earlier Orientalist
studies (Francesca, 1998, 2002, 2003; Piacentini Fiorani, 2000, 2005, 2013;
Nicolini, 1996, 1997, 1999-2000, 2004, 2009, 2012). Italian archacologists,
led by Paolo Costa, extended the study of Oman to its Islamic-era architecture
and settlement patterns, training a new generation of researchers, including
Maurizio Tosi and Eros Baldissera, and collaborating with German scholars
such as Heinz Gaube to develop integrated approaches to oasis archacology
(Costa, 1985, 1991, 1993, 1999-2001; Baldissera, 1990—1998; Gaube, 2008;
Korn, 2008).

The Dutch and Russian schools also made targeted contributions. Dutch
Orientalists, including Emeri van Donzel, focused on biographical and archival
studies, producing critical editions and studies of figures such as Sayyida
Salme bint Said bin Sultan (1993), while scholars like Willem Floor and Ben
Slot explored early Dutch-Omani interactions via VOC archives, emphasising
trade and social networks in the Gulf (Floor, 1982, 1985; Slot, 1991, 1995).
Russian Omani studies, largely philological and historical, benefited from
German methodological influence. Vladimir Rosen and Ignati I. Krachkovski
produced important works on Arab geography and navigation, including
studies on Ahmad bin Majid, while Danylo Radivilov in Ukraine advanced the
study of Ibadi epistolary literature and its historiographical implications for
Oman (Rosen, 1887/1880; Krachkovski, 1957; Radivilov, 1998, 1999, 2000,
2010a, 2010b). Notably, Smogorzewski brought Ibadi manuscripts from North
Africa to the John Casimir University of Lwow (currently the Ivan Franko
National University of Lviv), which remain a crucial resource for historical
and theological scholarship (Savchenko, 1989).
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Overall, the European Orientalist engagement with Oman demonstrates
the interplay of imperial interests, philology, historiography, and ethnography.
French and Italian scholars foregrounded classical Islamic intellectual history,
the Dutch focused on archival and biographical work, and Russian and Polish
Orientalists combined philological rigour with trade and religious studies.
Collectively, these efforts not only established a foundation for modern Omani
studies but also revealed the layered ways in which knowledge about Oman was
produced, transmitted, and framed within both regional and global contexts.
The evolution from classical text-focused Orientalism to interdisciplinary,
field-based, and comparative studies illustrates how European scholarship
has progressively embraced methodological pluralism while maintaining an
enduring interest in Omani religious, social, and economic history.

Conclusion: Western Scholarship on Oman — Trajectories,
Methodologies, and Evolving Perspectives

The study of Oman by Western and Orientalist scholars has evolved
remarkably over the past seven centuries, reflecting broader intellectual,
political, and methodological transformations in the Middle East. From the
earliest European travellers of the 13"-17% centuries — such as Marco Polo,
Tomé Pires, Ferndo Mendes Pinto, and Pedro Teixeira — through Dutch,
British, French, and Russian travellers, historians, and administrators, the
production of knowledge about Oman has always been intimately linked to
wider networks of trade, empire, and diplomacy. These early accounts, though
often descriptive and infused with commercial or imperial motives, provided
the foundational material for later historical, philological, and ethnographic
studies. They documented ports, coastal settlements, trade routes, and tribal
structures, giving early European audiences their first glimpses into Oman’s
social, political, and economic life.

The 17%-19™ centuries witnessed the consolidation of classical Orientalist
scholarship, where philology, textual criticism, and historical analysis became
dominant methodological tools. French, Italian, and Polish scholars — such
as Smogorzewski, Lewicki, Cuperly, Nallino, and Rubinacci — focused on
Ibadi theology, classical Islamic law, and Arab maritime history. These
studies, while intellectually rigorous, were often coloured by the imperial and
national contexts of the scholars themselves: French research drew on North
African colonial experience, Italian research was influenced by philological
traditions, and Polish scholars published within French academic frameworks.
Nevertheless, the comparative and cross-national nature of their work allowed
for a richer understanding of Oman within broader Indian Ocean and Islamic
contexts. Their attention to classical texts, jurisprudence, and seafaring history
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highlighted the sophistication of Omani intellectual and commercial life, even
as it reflected the epistemological assumptions of the Orientalist paradigm.

The early 20™ century saw a turn toward administrative and empirical
approaches, particularly within the British Empire. John Gordon Lorimer’s
Gazetteer of the Persian Gulf exemplifies the combination of archival
precision, imperial intent, and encyclopaedic knowledge characteristic of this
period. Lorimer’s work, along with consular reports and corporate archives
maintained by Shell, BP, and ARAMCO, provided unprecedented access to
political, economic, and military data. Yet these sources were explicitly tied to
imperial and corporate interests, requiring contemporary scholars to critically
interrogate their biases. Similarly, the works of British administrators,
diplomats, and military officers — such as Wingate, Morris, Hawley, and
Townsend — remain indispensable for understanding Oman’s modern political
and military history, particularly in the mid-20" century, while simultaneously
illustrating how scholarship can reflect the state’s strategic objectives.

From the mid-20" century onward, anthropological and socio-ethnographic
approaches began to reshape Western studies of Oman. Scholars like Dale
Eickelman, Unni Wikan, Thomas Bierschenk, Dawn Chatty, and Mandana
Limbert introduced ethnography, participant observation, and sociological
analysis into the study of tribal structures, kinship, religious reform,
and everyday life. This shift from textual authority to fieldwork-based
methodologies marked a critical evolution: Orientalist frameworks began
to incorporate reflexivity and self-awareness of the scholar’s positionality,
emphasising the lived experiences of Omanis rather than solely the records
produced by elites or colonial administrators.

Parallel to these developments, the study of modern Omani history and
international relations gained prominence. John Peterson and later scholars —
including Jeremy Jones, Francis Owtram, James Worrall, Joseph Kechichian,
Lynn Rigsbee, Miriam Joyce, Valerie Hoffman, Calvin Allen, and Uzi Rabi
— emphasised archival rigour, interviews, and comparative regional analysis.
This Anglo-American modernist school provided empirically grounded
narratives of Oman’s state formation, diplomacy, and modernisation, and, while
largely focused on the 19" and 20" centuries, offered reliable frameworks for
understanding Oman’s political trajectory. Complementing this were critical
and leftist-oriented scholars, such as Fred Halliday, Sigrid Stockli, and Marc
Valeri, who interrogated imperial and state-centred narratives, highlighting
social justice, global economic networks, and ideological structures.
Together, these schools illustrate the pluralisation of perspectives within
Western scholarship, moving beyond the limitations of traditional Orientalist
paradigms.
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European scholarship also diversified geographically and linguistically,
with Polish, Italian, Dutch, and Russian scholars producing innovative studies
of Oman’s socio-religious history, Ibadi thought, maritime trade, literature, and
archaeology. Italian Orientalists, for example, expanded archaeological and
architectural studies of Islamic-era Oman, while Polish and French scholars
advanced Ibadi studies and early Omani intellectual history. These efforts
have highlighted the multi-layered nature of Oman’s historical record and its
connections to broader Indian Ocean, Arab, and Islamic networks, enriching
understanding beyond the traditional Anglo-American focus.

The study of Oman has also benefited from critical engagement with
archives and corporate records, including Lorimer’s Gazetteer and the
extensive records of oil companies such as ARAMCO, Shell, and BP. These
materials, while rich, reflect the strategic, economic, and ideological priorities
of the institutions that produced them. Scholars must therefore navigate
these sources with care, critically examining the assumptions, silences, and
perspectives they embed, a process that aligns with broader postcolonial
critiques of knowledge production.

Finally, contemporary scholarship has integrated insights from Ibadi and
early Islamic studies, including the work of Josef van Ess, Michael Cook, Pa-
tricia Crone, and Martin Hinds, which situates Oman within the broader devel-
opment of Islamic thought. Combined with Omani government publications
on heritage and intellectual history, these studies illuminate the sophisticated
religious, legal, and intellectual traditions of Oman’s formative periods, revis-
ing older perceptions that emphasised peripheral status or marginality.

In sum, the trajectory of Western scholarship on Oman — from early
travellers to contemporary postcolonial and interdisciplinary studies —
demonstrates the evolution of methodologies, thematic focus, and ideological
awareness. It reflects a gradual shift from descriptive, imperial-centred
accounts to critical, reflexive, and multidimensional approaches that integrate
textual, archacological, ethnographic, and archival evidence. Modern Omani
studies have bridged Orientalist and post-Orientalist perspectives, showing
that understanding Oman requires attention to social practices, intellectual
traditions, geopolitical dynamics, and historical context. The field’s richness
lies in its diversity: scholars with different national, methodological, and
ideological orientations contribute to a nuanced understanding of Oman,
illuminating not only its past and present but also the complex processes through
which knowledge about the country has been produced. By engaging with
these diverse perspectives, contemporary research fosters a dialogue between
“the self” and “the other,” enabling a fuller, more mature comprehension of
Oman’s social, intellectual, and political landscapes.



Oman in Western Orientalist Scholarship: Sources, Approaches... 29

References

Abu-Lughod, Janet L. 1989. Before European Hegemony: The World System A.D.
1250-1350. New York: Oxford University Press,

Al Salimi, Abdulrahman. 2014. ‘Ibadi Studies and Orientalism’, in: Ziaka Angeliki
(ed.) On Ibadism. Hildesheim: Georg Olms Verlag, pp. 23-35.

Al Salimi, Abdulrahman and Jansen, Michael (eds.) 2016-2025. Portugal in the Sea
of Oman: Religion and Politics, Part 2, Vols. 1-15, Part 3, Vols. 1-16, Hildesheim:
Olms.

Agius, Dionisus A. 2002a. In the Wake of the Dhow: The Arabian Gulf and Oman.
Reading: Ithaca Press.

Agius, Dionisus A. 2002b. ‘Qalhat: A Port of Embarkation for India’, in: Leder,
S. et al. Studies in Arabic and Islam: Proceedings of the 19" Congress, Union
Européenne des Arabisants et Islamisants. Halle 1998. Leuven, pp. 25-38.

Agius, Dionisus A. 2013. ‘Omani Seafaring Identity Before the Early 1600s: Ethnic
and Linguistic Diversity’, in: Hoffmann-Ruf, Michela and Al-Salimi, Abdulrahman.
(eds.) Oman and Overseas, Hildesheim: Olms, pp. 41-56.

Aitchison, Charles U. 1909. 4 Collection of Treaties, Engagements and Sanads
Relating to India and Neighbouring Countries: Revised and Continued Up to the I*
of June 1906. 13 vols., Calcutta.

Akehurst, John. 1982. We Won a War. The Campaign in Oman, 1965—1975.
Salisbury.

Allen, Calvin H. 1981. ‘The Indian Merchant Community of Masqat’. Bulletin
of the School of Oriental and African Studies, 44(1), pp. 39-53. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.1017/S0041977X00104392

Allen, Calvin H. 1982. ‘The state of Masqat in the Gulfand East Africa 1785-1829°.
International Journal of Middle East Studies, 14(2), pp. 117-27. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1017/S0020743800000611

Allen, Calvin H. 1987. Oman: The Modernization of the Sultanate. Boulder,
Colorado: Westview Press.

Allen, Calvin H. and W. Lynn Rigsbee. 2000. Oman Under Qaboos: From Coup to
Constitution, 1970-1996. London: Routledge.

Anthony, J. Duke. 1976. Historical and Cultural Dictionary of the Sultanate of
Oman and the Emirates of Eastern Arabia. Metuchen: Scarecrow Press.

Badger, George P. (trans.) 1871. History of the Imams and Seyyids of ‘Oman by
Salil-Ibn-Razik, from A.D. 661-1856. Translated from the original Arabic, and
edited, with notes, appendices, and an introduction, continuing the history down to
1870. London: Printed for the Hakluyt Society.

Baldissera, Eros.1990. ‘Le iscrizioni delle moschee di Manah (Sultanato di Oman)’.
Quaderni di Studi Arabi, 8, pp. 25-44.

Baldissera, Eros. 1991. ‘Le iscrizioni nel palazzo di Jabrin (Sultanato di Oman)’.
Quaderni di Studi Arabi, 8, pp. 29-91.



Abdulrahman al-Salimi

Baldissera, Eros. 2002. ‘Studio preliminare sul cimitero degli Imam e le sue
iscrizioni (Nizwa-Sultanato di Oman)’. Studi Magrebini: Scritti in onore di
Giovanni Oman, 25 (1993-1997), pp. 59-68.

Baldissera, Eros. 1998. ‘Il mausoleo dell’Imam Ahmad bin Sa‘id al-Bisa‘idi e le
sue iscrizioni (Al-Rustaq-Sultanato di Oman)’. Quaderni di Studi Arabi, 16,
pp. 89-124.

Barbosa, Duarte. The Book of Duarte Barbosa: An Account of the Countries Bordering
on the Indian Ocean and Their Inhabitants. Edited by Mansel Longworth Dames.
London: Hakluyt Society, 2017. DOI: https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315614052
Barros, Jodo de. Décadas da Asia. Lisbon, 1552—1613.

Bathurst, Raymond D. 1967. The Ya ‘rubi Dynasty of Oman. PhD thesis. University
of Oxford.

Bathurst, Raymond D. 1972. ‘Maritime Trade and Imamate Government: Two
Principal Themes in the History of Oman to 1728’ in: Hopwood, Derek (ed.) The
Arabian Peninsula: Society and Politics. London, pp. 89—-106.

Beckingham, Charles F. 1941. ‘The Reign of Ahmad ibn Said, Imam of Oman’.
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 73(3), pp. 257-60. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.1017/S0035869X00097306

Beguin-Billecocq, Xavier. 1991. Un consul de France a Mascate en 1905 /
A French consul in Muscat in 1905. Paris: privately printed.

Beguin-Billecocq, Xavier. 1994. Oman, Vingt-cinque siecles de récits de voyage.
Paris: Relations Internationales & Culture.

Beguin-Billecocq, Xavier. 1995. Oman vu par des artistes frangais du XVII° au XX*
siecle. Paris: Relations Internationales & Culture.

Bidwell, Robin. 1978. ‘Bibliographical Notes on European Accounts of Muscat
1500-1900°. Arabian Studies, 4, pp. 123-60.

Bidwell, Robin. 1983. ‘A collection of texts dealing with the Sultanate of Muscat
and Oman and its international relations, 1790-1970°. Journal of Oman Studies,
6(1), pp. 21-33.

Bidwell, Robin. (advisor). 1987. The Buraimi Memorials, 1955. 5 vols., Slough.
Bierschenk, Thomas. 1984. Weltmarkt, Stammesgesellschaft und Staatsformation
in Siidostarabien (Sultanat Oman). Saarbriicken.

Bierschenk, Thomas. 1985. European Imperialism and the Constitution of Central
Government in Oman, 1850—1960. Bielefeld: Universitat Bielefeld.

Bierschenk, Thomas. 1988. ‘Religion and Political Structure: Remarks on Ibadism
in Oman and the Mzab (Algeria)’. Studia Islamica, 68, pp. 107-27. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.2307/1595760

Bierschenk, Thomas. 1989. Oil Interests and the Formation of Centralized
Government in Oman, 1920-1970°. Orient, 30 (2), pp. 205-19.

Braudel, Fernand. 1972. The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean World in the
Age of Philip II. 2 vols. Trans. Sidn Reynolds. New York: Harper & Row.



Oman in Western Orientalist Scholarship: Sources, Approaches... 31

* Braudel, Fernand.1981. Civilization and Capitalism, 15"—18" Century, Vol. 1: The
Structures of Everyday Life. New York: Harper & Row.

*  Chatty, Dawn. 1983. ‘The Bedouin of Central Oman’. Journal of Oman Studies,
6 (1), pp. 149-163.

*  Chatty, Dawn. 1984. Women's Component in Pastoral Community Assistance and
Development, Sultanate of Oman. New York.

+  Chatty, Dawn. 2005. ‘Multinational Oil Exploitation and Social Investment: Mobile
Pastoralists in the Sultanate of Oman’, in: Chatty, Dawn (ed.) Nomadic Societies
in the Middle East and North Africa: Entering the 21°" Century. Leiden: Brill,
pp- 496-522. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1163/9789047417750 019

e Chatty, Dawn. 2006. ‘Adapting to Biodiversity Conservation: The Mobile Pastoral
Harasis Tribe in Oman’, in: Kapiszewski, Andrzej, Al Salimi, A. and Pikulski,
Andrzej (eds.) Oman: Studies on Politics, Economy, Environment and Culture of
the Sultanate. Krakow: Ksiggarnia Akademicka, pp. 133—158.

e Chatty, Dawn. 2009. ‘Rituals of Royalty and the Elaboration of Ceremony in
Oman: View from the Edge’. International Journal of Middle East Studies, 41(1),
pp- 39-58. DOL: https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020743808090090

e Chaudhuri, Kirti N.1985. Trade and Civilisation in the Indian Ocean: An Economic
History from the Rise of Islam to 1750. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
DOT: https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781107049918

e Chaudhuri, Kirti N. 1990. Asia Before Europe: Economy and Civilisation of the
Indian Ocean from the Rise of Islam to 1750. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

e Codice Casanatense (Codex Casanatense 1889). Biblioteca Casanatense, Rome.

«  Correia, Gaspar. 1862. Lendas da India. Rodrigo José de Lima Felner (ed.) Lisboa:
Typ. da Academia real das sciencias,

* Costa, Paolo M. 1985. ‘Studies on the Built Environment of the Batinah’. Journal
of Oman Studies, 8(2), pp. 109-210.

*  Costa, Paolo M. 1991. Musandam: Architecture and Material Culture of a Little-
Known Region of Oman, with contributions by Crocker Jones, Gigi; Graziosi Costa,
Germana and Vincent Robert K. London: ImmelPublishing.

* Costa, Paolo M. 1993. ‘Musandam: An Ethno-Archaeological Appreciation’. New
Arabian Studies,1, pp. 153-174.

¢ Costa, Paolo M. 1999-2000. ‘Monumental Evidence of the Ancient Jewish
Community at Sohar (Oman)’. ARAM Periodical, 11, pp. 131-144. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.2143/ARAM.11.1.504455

*  Costa, Paolo M. 2001. Historic Mosques and Shrines of Oman, Oxford: BAR
Publishing. DOI: https://doi.org/10.30861/9781841712307

*  Costa, Paolo M. and Kite, Stephen. 1985. ‘The Architecture of Salalah and
the Dhofar Littoral’. Journal of Oman Studies 7, pp. 131-153. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.4324/9781003557128-8



Abdulrahman al-Salimi

Costa, Paolo M. and Tosi, Maurizio. (eds.). 1989. Oman Studies: Papers on the
Archaeology and History of Oman. Roma: Istituto italiano per il Medio ed Estremo
Oriente.

Cuperly, Pierre. 1984. Introduction a [’étude de I’Ibadisme et de sa théologie.
Algiers.

Custers, Martin H. 2016. Al-Ibadiyya: A Bibliography, 3 vols., Hildesheim: Georg
Olms Verlag.

de Sacy, Silvestre. 1827. Chrestomathie arabe, ou, Extraits de divers écrivains
arabes, tant en prose qu’en vers, avec une traduction frangaise et des notes,
a l'usage des éleves de [’Ecole royale et spéciale des langues orientales vivantes
(Vols.1-3). Paris: Imprimerie Royale.

Eickelman, Christine. 1984. Women and Community in Oman, New York.

Eickelman, Christine. 1993. ‘Fertility and Social Groups in Oman: Women’s
Perspectives’. Middle East Journal, 47(4), pp. 652—66.

Eickelman, Dale F. 1980. ‘Religious Tradition, Economic Domination and Political
Legitimacy: Morocco and Oman’. Revue de ['Occident musulmane et de la
Meéditerranée 29, pp. 17-30. DOLI: https://doi.org/10.3406/remmm.1980.1872
Eickelman, Dale F. 1983. ‘Religious Knowledge in Inner-Oman’. Journal of Oman
Studies, 6(1), pp. 163-72.
Eickelman, Dale F. 1984. ‘Kings and People: Oman’s State Consultative Council’.
Middle East Journal, 38(1), pp. 61-71.
Eickelman, Dale F. 1985. ‘From Theocracy to Monarchy: Authority and Legitimacy
in Inner Oman, 1935-1957°. International Journal of Middle East Studies, 17(1),
pp- 3-24. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020743800028737
Eickelman, Dale F. 1987. ‘Ibadism and the Sectarian Perspective’, in: Pridham,
Brian R. (ed.). Oman: Economic, Social and Strategic Developments, London:
Croom Helm, pp. 31-50.
Eickelman, Dale F. 1989. ‘National identity and religious discourse in contemporary
Oman’. International Journal of Islamic and Arabic Studies, 6(1), pp. 1-20.
Eickelman, Dale F. 1990. ‘Identité nationale et discours religieux en Oman’, in:
Kepel, Giles and Richard, Y. (eds.) Intellectuels et militants de I 'Islam contemporain.
Paris, pp. 103-128.
Eickelman, Dale F. 1991. ‘Traditional Islamic learning and the ideas of the person in
the twentieth century’, in: Kramer, Martin (ed.) Middle Eastern Lives: The Practice
of Biography and Self-Narrative. Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, pp. 35-59,
Emery, Peter G. 1997. ‘Omani proverbs: Problems in translation’, New Arabian
Studies, 4, pp. 39-70.
Ferrand, Gabriel. 1924. ‘L’élément persan dans les textes nautiques arabes des XV¢
et XVI¢ siecles’, Journal Asiatique, 204, pp. 193-257.

Ferrand, Gabriel. 1928. Les sultans de Kilwa, Paris: Geuthner.

Floor Willem. 1982. ‘First Contacts Between the Netherlands and Masqat,
or A Report on the Discovery of the Coast of Oman in 1666: Translation and



Oman in Western Orientalist Scholarship: Sources, Approaches... 33

Introduction’. Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenldindischen Gesellschaft (ZDMG)
132 (2), pp. 289-307.

*  Floor, Willem. 1985. ‘A Description of Masqat and Oman Anno 1673 A.D./1084
Q’. Moyen Orient et Océan Indien — Middle East and Indian Ocean, 2 (1), pp. 1-69.

*  Floor, Willem and Hakimzadeh Farhad. 2007. The Hispano-Portuguese Empire
and Its Contacts with Safavid Persia, the Kingdom of Hormuz and Yarubid Oman
Jfrom 1489 to 1720: A Bibliography of Printed Publications, 1508—2007. Leuven:
Peeters.

* Francesca, Ersilia. 1998. ‘La fabbricazione degl isnad nella scuola ibadita: Il
Musnad di ar-Rabi‘ b. Habib’. In: Vermeulen and van Reeth (eds.) Law, Christianity
& Modernism in Islamic Society. Leuven: Peeters, pp. 39-59.

* Francesca, Ersilia. 2002. ‘Religious Observance and Market Law in Medieval
Islam: The Controversial Application of the Prohibition of Usury According to
Some Ibadi Sources’. REMMM 99-100, pp. 191-203. DOI: https://doi.org/10.4000/
remmm.1184

» Francesca, Ersilia. 2003. ‘The Formation and Early Development of the Ibadt
Madhhab’. Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam, 28, pp. 260-277.

* Freeman-Grenville, Greville S. P. 1958. ‘Chronology of the Sultans of Kilwa’.
Tanganyika Notes and Records, 50, pp. 85-93.

*  Freeman-Grenville, Greville S. P. 1965. The French at Kilwa Island: An Episode in
Eighteenth-Century East-African History, Oxford: Clarendon Press.

* Freeman-Grenville, Greville S. P. (ed.) 1966. The East-African Coast: Select
Documents from the First to the Earlier Nineteenth Century. Oxford: Clarendon
Press.

* Freeman-Grenville, Greville S. P. 2000. Habari za Pate: The History of Pate of
Muhammad bin Bwana Mkuu al-Nabhani, revised and enlarged by Muhammad bin
Fumo Omari al-Nabhani (Bwana Kitini)’, in: Netton lan R. (ed.) Studies in Honour of
Clifford Edmund Bosworth Volume I: Hunter of the East: Arabic and Semitic Studies.
Leiden: Brill, pp. 188-208. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004491953 017

*  Fromherz, Allen J. and Al-Salimi, Abdulrahman (eds.). 2022. Sultan Qaboos and
Modern Oman, 1970-2020. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.3366/edinburgh/9781474493468.001.0001

e Gaube, Heinz. 2008. ‘Settlements’, in: Al-Salimi, Abdulrahman, Gaube, Heinz, and
Korn, Lorenz (eds.). Islamic Art in Oman, Muscat: Mazoon Printing, pp. 38-59.
Gaube, Heinz. 2013. The Ibadis in The Region of the Indian Ocean: Section One:
East Africa. Hildersheim: Olsm.

¢ Germain, Adrien. 1868. ‘Quelques mots sur I’Oman et le sultan de Maskate’.
Bulletin de la Société de Géographie, 5¢ série, 16, pp. 339-364.

*  Germain, Adrien. 1868 b. ‘Note sur Zanzibar et la cote orientale d’Afrique’. Bulletin
de la Société de Géographie, Se série, 16, pp. 530-559.

*  Guest, Reginald, 1936. ‘Tuhfat el A’yan bi sirat ahl ’'Uman. By ’Abdallah ibn
Humaid es Salimi. Edited and annotated by Ibrahim ibn Itfayish el Jaza’iri. 9 x



Abdulrahman al-Salimi

6%. Arabic text. Volume I (2nd edition), pp. 302, Cairo, 1350 (1931). Volume II,
pp. 316, Cairo, 1347 (1928). London A. Probsthain. 12s.”, Journal of the Royal Asiatic
Society, 68(3), pp. 517-518. DOT: https://doi.org/10.1017/S0035869X0007742X
Al-Hajri, Hilal 2006. British Travel-Writing on Oman: Orientalism Reappraised.
Bern.

Halliday, Fred. 1974. Arabia Without Sultans New York: Penguin Books.

Hawley, Donald 1976. ‘Some Surprising Aspects of Omani history’. Asian Affairs
63, pp. 28-39. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/03068378208730055

Hawley, Donald 1977. Oman and its Renaissance. London.

Hinds, Martin. 1991. An Early Islamic Family from Oman: Al- ‘Awtabi'’s Account of
the Muhallabids, Manchester: University of Manchester.

Hoffman, Valerie. J. 2004. ‘The Articulation of Ibadi Identity in Modern Oman and
Zanzibar’. The Muslim World, 94(2), pp. 201-216. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/
j-1478-1913.2004.00048.x

Hoffman, Valerie J. 2012. The Essentials of Ibadr Islam (Jawahir al-‘aqida al-
Ibadiyya). New York: Syracuse University Press.

Hoffman, Valerie J. 2015. ‘Mysticism, rationalism and puritanism in modern Omani
Ibadism’. The Muslim World, 105(2), pp. 251-265. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/
muwo.12091

Holes, Clive. 1989. ‘Towards a Dialect Geography of Oman’. Bulletin of the School
of Oriental and African Studies, 52(3), pp. 446—462. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/
S0041977X00034558

Holes, Clive. 2013. ‘An Arabic Text from Str, Oman’, in: Holes, Clive. and de
Jong, Rudolf. (eds.) Ingham of Arabia. A Collection of Articles Presented as
a Tribute to the Career of Bruce Ingham. Leiden: Brill, pp. 87-107. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1163/9789004256194 006

Insall, David. 2000a. ‘The Small Long-Handled Axes of Oman’. New Arabian
Studies, 5, pp. 97-114.

Insall, David. 2000b. ‘The Re-Naming of Oman’s Highest Mountain’. Journal of
Oman Studies, 11, pp. 111-119.

Johnstone, Thomas M. 1974. ‘Folklore and Folk Literature in Oman and Socotra’,
Arabian Studies 1, pp. 7-24.

Johnstone, Thomas M. 1975. ‘Oath-Taking and Vows in Oman’, Arabian Studies
2, pp. 7-18.

Johnstone, Thomas M. 1977. Harsast Lexicon and English-Harsist index. Oxford:
University Press.

Johnstone, Thomas M. 1978. ‘A St. George of Dhofar’, Arabian Studies 4,
pp. 59-66.

Johnstone, Thomas M. 1981. Jibbali Lexicon, Oxford: University Press.
Johnstone, Thomas M. 1987. Mehri Lexicon and English-Mehri Index, London:
School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London.



Oman in Western Orientalist Scholarship: Sources, Approaches... 35

* Jones, Jeremy and Ridout, Nicholas 2005. ‘Democratic Development in Oman’,
The Middle East Journal, 59(3), pp. 376-392. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3751/59.3.12

e Joyce, Miriam. 1995. The Sultanate of Oman: A Twentieth-Century History.
Westport: Praeger.

Kajare, Firouz. 1914. Le Sultanat d’Oman: Etude d’histoire diplomatique et de
droit international: La question de Mascate, Paris: A. Pedone.

»  Kapiszewski, Andrzej, al-Salimi, Abdulrahman and Pikulski, Andrzej (eds.) 2006.
Modern Oman. Studies on Politics, Economy, Environment and Culture of the
Sultanate. Krakow: Ksiggarnia Akademicka.

» Kapiszewski, Andrzej, Tétreault, Mary Ann and Okruhlik, Gwenn (eds.) 2011.
Political Change in the Arab Gulf States: Stuck in Transition. Boulder (CO): Lynne
Rienner Publishers.

* Kechichian, Joseph A. 1995. Oman and the World: The Emergence of an
Independent Foreign Policy. Santa Monica. DOI: https://doi.org/10.7249/MR680

* Kelly, John B. 1956. ‘The Buraimi Oasis Dispute’. International Affairs, 32(3),
pp- 318-326. DOLI: https://doi.org/10.2307/2608110

« Kelly, John B. 1961. Sultanate and Imamate in Oman. London: Royal Institute of
International Affairs.

* Kelly, John B. 1964. Eastern Arabian Frontiers. London: Faber and Faber.

» Kelly, John B. 1972. ‘A Prevalence of Furies: Tribes, Politics, and Religion in Oman
and Trucial Oman’, in: Hopwood, Derek (ed.) The Arabian Peninsula: Society and
Politics. London: George Allen & Unwin Ltd, pp. 107-144.

* Kelly, John B. 1976. ‘Hadramaut, Oman, Dhofar: The Experience of
Revolution’. Middle FEastern Studies, 12(2), pp. 213-230. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1080/00263207608700318

* King, Russell, and Stevens, John H. 1973. 4 Bibliography of Oman, 1900—1970.
Durham: University Press.

» Klein, Hedwig. 1938. Kapitel XXXIII der anonymen arabischen Chronik Kasf
al-gumma al-gami* li-akhbar al-umma betitelt Akhbar ahl ‘Oman min awwal
islamihim ila "khtilaf kalimatihi, Hamburg.

*  Korn, Lorenz. 2008. ‘Religious Architecture’, in: Al-Salimi, Abdulrahman, Gaube,
Heinz, and Korn, Lorenz (eds.) Islamic Art in Oman. Muscat: Mazoon Printing,
pp- 60-105.

e Landen, Robert, G. 1967. Oman Since 1856. Disruptive Modernization in
a Traditional Arab Society. Princeton: Princeton University Press. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1515/9781400878277

* Krachkovski, 1. Ignati. 1957. Arabskoi geograficheskoi literatury, Moskva-
Leningrad.

* Lewicki, Tadeusz. 1936. ‘Les premiers commercants arabes en Chine’. Rocznik
Orientalistyczny,11, pp. 173—186.

e Lewicki, Tadeusz. 1971. ‘The Ibadites in Arabia and Africa’. Cahiers d’Histoire
Mondiale/Journal of World History/Cuadernos de Historia Mundial, 13(1),
pp- 51-130.



Abdulrahman al-Salimi

Limbert, Mandana. 2001. ‘The Senses of Water in an Omani Town’. Social Text,
19(3), pp. 35-55. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1215/01642472-19-3_68-35

Limbert, Mandana. 2005. ‘Personal Memories, Revolutionary States and Indian
Ocean Migrations’. The MIT Electronic Journal of Middle East Studies, pp. 21-33.
Limbert, Mandana. 2006. ‘Study Groups, Gender and the Tradition of Knowledge
in Bahla’, in: Kapiszewski, Andrzej, Al Salimi, Abdulrahman, and Pikulski,
Andrzej (eds.) Oman: Studies on Politics, Economy, Environment and Culture of
the Sultanate. Cracow: Ksiggarnia Akademicka, pp. 159-175.

Limbert, Mandana. 2008a. ‘In the Ruins of Bahla: Reconstructed Forts and
Crumbling Walls in an Omani town’. Social Text, 26(2), pp. 83—103. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1215/01642472-2007-030

Limbert, Mandana. 2008b. ‘The Sacred Date: Gifts of God in an Omani Town’.
Ethnos, 73(3), pp. 361-376. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/00141840802324045
Limbert, Mandana. 2010. In the Time of Oil: Piety, Memory and Social
Life in an Omani Town. Palo Alto: Stanford University Press. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1515/9780804774604

Limbert, Mandana. 2014. ‘On Learning Ibadism and Being Ibadi: Study-Groups,
Reason and History’, in: Ziaka, Angeliki (ed.) On Ibadism. Hildesheim: Georg
Olms Verlag, pp. 177-88.

Lockhart, Laurence. 1935. ‘Nadir Shah’s Campaigns in Oman, 1737-1744’.
Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies 8 (1), pp. 157-171. DOIL:
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0041977X00081155

Lockhart, Laurence. 1946. ‘The Menace of Muscat and Its Consequences in the
Late Seventeenth and Early Eighteenth Centuries’. Asiatic Review, 42, pp. 363-369.
Lorimer, John G. 1908. Gazetteer of the Persian Gulf, Oman and Central Arabia,
completed and edited by R.L. Birdwood, 5 vols., Calcutta.

Marshall, Brian. 1985. ‘Bertram Thomas and the Crossing of Al-Rub‘ Al-Khali’.
Arabian Studies 7, pp. 139-50.

Marshall, Brian. 1989. ‘The Journeys of Samuel Barrett Miles in Oman Between
1875 and 1885°. Journal of Oman Studies 10, pp. 69-75.

Marshall, Brian. 1994. ‘European Travellers in Oman and Southeast Arabia 1792—
1950: A Biobibliographical Study’. New Arabian Studies 2, pp. 1-57.
Michalak-Pikulska, Barbara. 2002a. Modern Poetry and Prose of Oman, 1970—
2000. Cracow: The Enigma Press.

Michalak-Pikulska, B. 2002b. ‘Social, historical and political subjects in the
modern Omani short story’, in: Leder, S. et al. (eds.) Studies in Arabic and Islam:
Proceedings of the 19" Congress, Union Européenne des Arabisants et Islamisants.
Halle 1998. Leuven: Peeters Publishers, pp. 243-250.

Miles, Samuel B. 1877. ‘On the Route Between Sohar and El-Bereymi in ‘Oman,
with a Note on the Zatt, or Gypsies of Arabia’. Journal of the Asiatic Society of
Bengal 46(1), pp. 41-60.

Miles, Samuel B. 1880/81. ‘Note on the Tribes of Oman’. Report on the
Administration of the Persian Gulf Political Residency, Calcutta, pp. 29-44.



Oman in Western Orientalist Scholarship: Sources, Approaches... 37

* Miles, Samuel B. 1987. [A Visit to Zufar]. Administration Report of the Persian
Gulf Political Residency and Muscat Political Agency for 1884-85, Calcutta,
reprinted in: P. Ward (ed.) Travels in Oman: On the Track of the Early Explorers.
Cambridge: Oleander Press, pp. 490—494.

e Miles, Samuel B. 1896. ‘Journal of an Excursion in Oman, South-East Arabia’.
Geographical Journal, 7(5), pp. 522-537. DOI: https://doi.org/10.2307/1773995

*  Miles, Samuel B. 1966. The Countries and Tribes of the Persian Gulf, 2™ edition,
two volumes in one, with a new introduction by J. B. Kelly. London: Frank Cass
and Co. Ltd.

*  Miles, Samuel B. and Munzinger, Werner. 1871. ‘An Account of an Excursion into
the Interior of Southern Arabia’. The Journal of the Royal Geographical Society of
London, 41, pp. 210-245. https://doi.org/10.2307/3698060

e Morris, James. 1957. Sultan in Oman. London: Pantheon Books.

e Morris, Miranda., 1987. ‘Dhofar: What Made it Different?’, in: Pridham, Brian, R.
(ed.) Oman: Economic, Social and Strategic Developments, London: Croom Helm,
pp. 51-78. DOI: https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003419440-4

* Nicolini, Beatrice. 1996. ‘The Source of Spice: Oman, Zanzibar and Europe During
the Nineteenth Century’. ARAM Periodical/Majallat Aram, 8(2), pp. 243-251.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.2143/ARAM.8.2.2002197

e Nicolini, Beatrice. 1997. ‘Little-Known Aspects of the History of Muscat and
Zanzibar During the First Half of the Nineteenth Century’. Proceedings of the
Seminar for Arabian Studies, 27, pp. 193—-198.

* Nicolini, Beatrice. 1999-2000. ‘Saiyid Sa‘id bin Sultan Al Bu Sa‘id of Oman
(1791-1856) and His Relationships with Europe’. ARAM Periodical,11, pp. 171—
80. DOI: https://doi.org/10.2143/ARAM.11.1.504458

* Nicolini, Beatrice. 2004. Makran, Oman and Zanzibar: Three-Terminal Cultural
Corridor in the Western Indian Ocean (1799-1856). Leiden: Brill. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.1163/9789047413295

* Nicolini, Beatrice. 2009. ‘The Myth of the Sultans in the Western Indian Ocean
During the Nineteenth Century: A New Hypothesis’. Asian and African Studies, 8,
pp- 239-267. DOL: https://doi.org/10.1163/156921009X458109

* Nicolini, Beatrice. 2012. The First Sultan of Zanzibar: Scrambling for Power
and Trade in the Nineteenth-Century Indian Ocean. Princeton: Markus Wiener
Publishers.

*  Owtram, Francis. 2004. 4 Modern History of Oman. Formation of the State Since
1920. London: I.B. Tauris.

«  Owtram, Francis, 2002. ‘L’Oman et I’Occident: La formation de ’Etat omanais
depuis 1920°, in: Lavergne, Marc and Dumortier, Brigitte (eds.) L’Oman
Contemporain — Etat, Territoire, Identité. Paris: Karthala, pp. 55-73.

*  Pesek, Michael. 2002. ‘Sulayman b. Nasr al-Lamki and German Colonial Politics
Towards Muslim Communities in German East Africa’, in: Bierschenk Thomas and
Stauth, Georg (eds.) Islam in Africa. Miinster: LIT Verlag, pp. 211-229.



Abdulrahman al-Salimi

Pires, Tomé. Suma Oriental, c. 1515. Critical edition by Armando Cortesdo. Lisbon:
Imprensa Nacional, mid-20th century.

Phillips, Wendell. 1966. Unknown Oman. London. Longmans Green and Co. Ltd.
Phillips, Wendell. 1967. Oman: A history, London: Reynal & Co.

Piacentini Fiorani, V. 2000. ‘Harmuz and the ‘Umani and Arabian world (fifteenth
century)’. Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian Studies 30, pp. 177-88.
Piacentini, Fiorani V. 2005. ‘Sohar and the Daylami interlude (356-443/967—
1051)’. Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian Studies 35, pp. 195-206.
Piacentini Fiorani, V. and Maestri, Elena. 2009a. ‘Italian Archives, the Gulf
and Eastern Arabia Between the 13™ and the 16™ Centuries AD: New Tribal
Aggregations’. New Perspectives on Recording UAE History, National Center
for Documentation and Research: Abu Dhabi, pp. 155-82. [http://hdl.handle.
net/10807/23827]

Piacentini Fiorani, V. and Maestri, Elena. 2009b. ‘Rise and Splendour of the Sahil
,Uman al Shamali within a New Order (13"-16" Centuries AD)’. New Perspectives
on Recording UAE History, (Abu Dhabi, 23-25 November 2008), Abu Dhabi:
National Center for Documentation and Research, pp. 155-76. [http://hdl.handle.
net/10807/32327]

Piacentini Fiorani, V. 2013. ‘The Growth of the Relationships between Oman, the
Gulf and the Western Waters of the Indian Ocean. Oman: The Corner—Stone of
a Maritime System’, in: Hoffmann-Ruf, Michaela and Salimi, Abdulrahman (eds.)
Oman and Overseas, Hildesheim: Georg Olms Verlag, pp. 143 —183.

Rabi, Uzi. 2006a. ‘Oman under Qaboos: The Emergence of a New Diplomatic
Style in the Gulf’, in: Kapiszewski, Andrzej, Al Salimi, Abdulrahman, and Pikulski,
Andrzej (eds.) Oman: Studies on Politics, Economy, Environment and Culture of
the Sultanate. Krakow: Ksiggarnia Akademicka, pp. 99-116.

Rabi, Uzi. 2006b. The Emergence of States in a Tribal Society: Oman Under Sa ‘id
b. Taymur, 1932—-1970. Eastbourne: Sussex Academic Press.

Rabi, Uzi. 2008. ‘The Ibadhi Imamate of Muhammad bin ‘Abdallah al-Khalili
(1920-54): The Last Chapter of a Lost and Forgotten Legacy’. Middle Eastern
Studies, 44(2), pp. 169—-188. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/00263200701874859
Radivilov, Danylo. 1999. ‘Several Accounts on Early Ibadi Authorities’. Zjurnal
Skhidnyi Svit 2/1, pp. 121-125.

Radivilov, Danylo. 2000. ‘Isnad of Omani Ibadi Tradition’. Zjurnal Skhidnyi Svit
1, pp. 76-84.

Radivilov, Danylo. 1998. ‘The Ibadis: The Origin of the Movement and Its Early
Development’. Skhodoznavstvo 2, pp. 2—18 (in Ukrainian).

Radivilov, Danylo. 2010a. ‘Ibadt doctrine: On Istis/ah During the Elections of an
Imam’. Skhodoznavstvo 49-50, pp. 118-30 (in Russian).

Radivilov, Danylo. 2010b. ‘The Resignation of Imam al-Salt b. Malik: Some
Arguments Against it’. Skhodoznavstvo 52, pp. 72—88 (in Russian).

Reinhardt, Carl. 1894. Ein Arabischer Dialekt gesprochen in Oman und Zanzibar,
Berlin, Boston: De Gruyter. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1515/9783112389720



Oman in Western Orientalist Scholarship: Sources, Approaches... 39

* Rentz, George. 1974. ‘A Sultanate Asunder’. Natural History 83(3), pp. 57-68.

* Rentz, George. 1997. Oman and the Southeastern Shore of Arabia, Reading: Ithaca
Press.

* Rezvan, Efim. 2013. ‘The Russian View Since the 15" Century’, in: Hoffmann-Ruf,
Michaela and Al-Salimi. Abdulrahman (eds.) Oman and Overseas, Hildesheim:
Georg Olms Verlag, pp. 325-339.

* Rosen, Viktor R. 1887/88. ‘Khutba kharidzhita Abu Khamzy [Khutba of the
Kharijite Abt Hamza (Publication of the Text and Comments)]’. Zapiski
Vostochnogo Otdeleniya Russkogo Arkheologicheskogo Obshchestva [Reports of
the Oriental Department of the Russian Archaeological Society] 2, pp. 140—144.

*  Ross, Edward C. 1868. ‘Memorandum on the Tribal Divisions in the Principality
of ‘Oman, with a Map Showing the General Distribution of the Tribes, a Table
Showing the Genealogy of the Ruling Dynasty of Muscat’. Transactions of the
Bombay Geographical Society, vol. 19, pp???

* Ross, Edward C. 1874. ‘Annals of Oman from Early Times to the Year 1728 AD’.
Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 43(2), pp. 111-196.

* Ross, Edward C. 1881. ‘Note on the Sect of Ibadhiyah of ‘Oman’, Report on the
Administration of the Persian Gulf Political Residency for 1880/81, Calcutta,
pp. 45-46.

* Ross, Edward C. 1883. ‘Outlines of the History of Oman from A.D. 1728 to 1883".
Report on the Administration of the Persian Gulf Political Residency and Muscat
Political Agency for 1882—1883, Calcutta.

*  Rubin, Aaron D. 2010. The Mehri Language of Oman. Leiden: Brill. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1163/9789004187627

* Rubin, Aaron D. 2014. The Jibbali (Shahri) Language of Oman: Grammar and
Texts. Leiden: Brill. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004262850

* Rubinacci, Roberto. 1989. ‘Sources for the History of Oman, in: Costa, Paolo and
Tosi, Maurizio (eds.) Oman Studies: Papers on the Archaeology and History of
Oman, Roma: Istituto Italiano per il Medio ed Estremo Oriente, pp. 199-203.

* Sachau, Eduard. 1894. ‘Muhammedanisches Erbrecht nach der Lehre der
ibaditischen Araber von Zanzibar und Ostafrika’. Sitzungsberichte der Koniglich
Preussischen Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 8, pp. 159-210.

* Sachau, Eduard. 1898a. ‘[Yahya ibn Khalfan al-Khar@isi] Das Gutachten eines
muhammedanischen Juristen iiber die muhammedanischen Rechtsverhiltnisse
in Ost-Afrika’ Mittheilungen des Seminars fiir Orientalische Sprachen an der
koniglichen Friedrich Wilhelms-Universitdt zu Berlin 1, pp.1 —8.

+  Sachau, Eduard. 1898b. ‘Uber eine arabische Chronik aus Zanzibar’. MSOS 2(1),
pp. 1-19.

+ Sachau, Eduard. 1899. ‘Uber die Religiosen Anschauungen der ibadhitischen
Muhammedaner in Oman und Ostafrika’. MSOS 2(2), pp. 47-82.

e Said, Edward W. 1978. Orientalism. New York: Pantheon Books.



Abdulrahman al-Salimi

Said-Ruete, Rudolf. 1929a. ‘The Al-Bu-Said Dynasty in Arabia and East-
Africa’. Journal of the Central Asiatic Society, 16(4), pp. 417—433. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1080/03068372908725072

Said-Ruete, Rudolf. 1929b. Said bin Sultan (1791-1856), Ruler of Oman and
Zanzibar: His Place in the History of Arabia and East Africa. London: Alexander-
Ouseley Ltd.

Salem, Elie A. 1956. Political Theory and Institutions of the Khawarij, Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press.

Salme, Sayyida (Ruete, Emily). 1993. An Arabian Princess Between Two Worlds:
Memoirs, Letters Home, Sequels to the Memoirs: Syrian Customs and Usages,
ed. E. van Donzel, Leiden: Brill. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004508798
Savchenko, Alexei V. 1989. Kollektsiya ibaditskikh rukopisei Nauchnoi Biblioteki
Lvovskogo Gos, Kiev.

Schacht, Joseph. 1950. The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence, Oxford:
Clarendon Press.

Schmidt, Rochus. 1892. Geschichte des Araberaufstandes in Ost-Afrika: Seine
Entstehung, seine Niederwerfung und seine Folgen. Frankfurt am Oder: Trowitzsch
Schneppen, Heinz. 1999. ‘Sayyid Khalid b. Barghash: drei Tage Sultan: Dreissig
Jahre im Exil’. Der Islam 76, pp. 299-312.

Schneppen, Heinz. 2006. Sansibar und die Deutschen: Ein besonderes Verhdltnis,
1844-1966. 2™ rev. edition, Miinster: LIT Verlag.

Scholz, Fred. 1977. ‘Die beduinischen Stimme im 6stlichen Inner-Oman und ihr
Regional-Mobilitdts-Verhalten’. Sociologus 27(2), pp. 97-130.

Scholz, Fred. (ed.). 1981. Beduinen im Zeichen des Erdéls. Wiesbaden: Reichert.
Scholz, Fred. 1984. ‘Falaj-Oasen in Sharqiya, Inner-Oman’. Die Erde 115(4),
pp. 273-94.

Scholz, Fred. 1997. ‘Muscat: Social Segregation and Comparative Poverty in
the Expanding Capital of an Oil State’, in: Bonine, Michael (ed.). Population,
Poverty and Politics in Middle East Cities. Gainsville: University Press of Florida,
pp. 141-165.

Scholz, Fred. (ed.). 2009. Oman-Germany: Cultural and Scientific Relations,
Berlin: Schiller.

Scholz, Fred and Janzen, Jorg (eds.). 1982. Nomadismus —ein Entwicklungsproblem?
Berlin: Reimer.

Scudder, Lewis R. 1998. The Arabian Mission's Story: In Search of Abraham's
Other Son, Grand Rapids, Mich: Wm. B. Eerdmans.

Serjeant, Robert B. 1983. ‘Omani Naval Activities off the Southern Arabian Coast
in the Late 11%/17" Century, from Yemeni Chronicles’. Journal of Oman Studies
6/1, pp. 77-89.

Skeet, lan. 1974. Muscat and Oman: The End of an Era, London: Faber & Faber.

Skeet, lan. 1992. Oman: Politics and Development, London: Palgrave Macmillan.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1057/9780230376922



Oman in Western Orientalist Scholarship: Sources, Approaches... 41

* Slot, Ben J. 1991. Nederlanders aan de kusten van Oman: Catalogus verschenen
ter gelegenheid van de tentoonstelling Ontmoet Oman, een expositie over verleden
en heden van het Sultanaat Oman, georganiseerd door het Museon in Den Haag,
van 5 febr. tot 26 april 1991. The Hague.

» Slot, Ben J. 1995. The Arabs of the Gulf, 1602—1784: An Alternative Approach to
the Early History of the Arab Gulf States and Their Relations with the European
Powers, Mainly Based on Sources of the Dutch East India Company, 2" enlarged
edition, Leidschendam.

*  Smiley, David de C. 1960. ‘Muscat and Oman’. Journal of the United Service
Institution 105 (617), pp. 29-47. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/03071846009423462

* Smiley, David 1975. Arabian Assignment, London: Cooper.

*  Smith, Gerald R. 1978. ‘The Omani Manuscript Collection at Muscat. Part I:
A General Description of the MSS’. Arabian Studies 4, pp. 161-190.

*  Smith, G.R. 1983. ‘Masqat in the Arab Lexicographers and Geographers’. Journal
of Oman Studies 6/1, pp. 145-148.

*  Smogorzewski, Zygmunt. 1927/1929. ‘Essai de bio-bibliographie ibadite-wahbite:
Avant-propos’. Rocznik Orientalistyczny 5, pp. 45-57.

o Stdckli, Sigrid 2011. National Entity — Tribal Diversity: Tribes and State in Oman.
Diploma thesis, University of Ziirich, published in Zurich: Grin Verlag.

* Strong, Arthur. 1895. ‘The history of Kilwa, Edited from an Arabic MS’. Journal
of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain & Ireland, 27(2), pp. 385-430. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0035869X00144788

e Subrahmanyam, Sanjay. 1990. The Political Economy of Commerce: Southern
India, 1500-1650. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. DOI: https:/
doi.org/10.1017/CB0O9780511563423

*  Subrahmanyam, Sanjay. 2005. Explorations in Connected History: From the Tagus
to the Ganges. New Delhi: Oxford University Press.

e Subrahmanyam, Sanjay. 2012. The Portuguese Empire in Asia, 1500—1700:
A Political and Economic History. 2nd ed. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118496459

» Teixeria, Pedro. 1901. Relaciones d’el origen descednencia y succession de los
reyes de Persia y de Hormoz, y de un viage hecho por el mismo autor desde la
India oriental hasta Italia por tierra [The Travels of Pedro Teixeira; with His “Kings
of Harmuz”, and Extracts from His “Kings of Persia, Sinclair, William. F. and
Ferguson, Donald W. (eds.) 1901. London: Hakluyt Society].

e Thomas, Bertram. S. 1929a. ‘Among Some Unknown Tribes of South Arabia’.
Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 59 (1), pp. 97-111.

e Thomas, Bertram. S. 1929b. ‘The Musandam Peninsula and Its People the
Shihuh’. Journal of the Royal Central Asian Society, 16(1), pp.71-86. DOLI: https://
doi.org/10.1080/03068372908725040

¢ Thomas, Bertram. S. 1929¢. ‘The South-Eastern Borderlands of Rub* al-Khali’.
Geographical Journal 73(3), pp.193-215. DOI: https://doi.org/10.2307/1784710



Abdulrahman al-Salimi

Thomas, Bertram. S. 1930. ‘The Kumzari Dialect of the Shihuh Tribe, Arabia, and
a Vocabulary’. Journal of the Royal Central Asian Society, 62(4), pp. 785-854.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S0035869X00071860

Thomas, Bertram. S. 1931a. Alarms and Excursions in Arabia. Indianapolis:
Bobbs-Merrill Co.

Thomas, Bertram. S.1931b. ‘A Camel Journey Across Rub* al-Khali’. Geographical
Journal, 78(3), pp. 209-242. DOI: https://doi.org/10.2307/1784895

Thomas, Bertram. S. 1931c. ‘A Journey into the Rub‘ al-Khali, the Southern
Arabian Desert’. Geographical Journal, 77(1), pp. 1-31.DOI: https:/
doi.org/10.2307/1785120

Thomas, Bertram. S. 1931d. ‘Across the Rub‘ al-Khali’. Journal of the Royal Central
AsianSociety,18(4),pp.489-504.DOL: https://doi.org/10.1080/03068373108725172
Thomas, Bertram. S. 1932. ‘Anthropological Observations in South Arabia’. The
Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, 62,
pp. 83—103. DOLI: https://doi.org/10.2307/2843879

Thomas, Bertram. S. 1937. ‘Four Strange Tongues from South Arabia: The Hadara
Group’. Proceedings of the British Academy 23, pp. 231-331.

Thomas, Bertram. S. 1938a. Arabia Felix: Across the Empty Quarter of Arabia.
London: Jonathan Cape.

Thomas, Bertram. S. 1938b. Arab Rule under the Al Bu Sa ‘id Dynasty of Oman,
1744—-1937. London: H. Milford.

Tibbetts, Gerald R. (trans.). 1971. Arab Navigation in the Indian Ocean Before the
Coming of the Portuguese, Being a Translation of K. al-Fawa’id f1 ustl al-bahr
wa’l-qawa‘id, Together with an Introduction on the History of Arab Navigation...
and a Glossary of Navigational Terms by G.R. Tibbetts, London: Royal Asiatic
Society Oriental Translation Fund.

Tibbetts, Gerald R. 1974. ‘Arabia in the Fifteenth-Century Navigational Texts’.
Arabian Studies 1, pp. 86—101.

Townsend, John. 1977. Oman: The Making of a Modern State. London: Croom
Helm.

Trench, Richard (ed.). 1994. Arab Gulf Cities, Muscat and Matrah. Slough: Archive
Edition.

Tuson, Penelope. 1979. The Records of the British Residency and Agencies in the
Persian Gulf. London: India Office Library and Records.

Tuson, Penelope. 1985. Zanzibar: Sources in the India Office Records, London.
Tuson, Penelope and Quick Emma (eds.). 1992. Arabian Treaties: Oman, Yemen,
Cambridge: Archive Editions.

Valeri, Marc. 2003. ‘Réveil laborieux pour I’état-Qabous: Identité nationale et
1égitimité politique dans I’Oman d’aujourd’hui’. Maghreb-Machrek 177, pp. 37-58.

Valeri, Marc. 2007a. Le sultanat d’Oman: Une révolution en trompe-[’oeil. Paris:
Karthala. DOI: https://doi.org/10.3917/kart.vale.2007.01



Oman in Western Orientalist Scholarship: Sources, Approaches... 43

e Valeri, Marc, 2007b. ‘Something Stirring Under the Still Waters of Oman:
Tightening the Grip or Revitalizing the Monarchy?’. Chroniques Yéménites 14,
pp- 105—16. DOL: https://doi.org/10.4000/cy.1472

e Valeri, Marc. 2007c. ‘Nation-building and communities in Oman since 1970:
The Swabhili-speaking Omani in search for identity’. African Affairs, 106 (424),
pp- 479-496. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1093/afraf/adm020

e Valeri, Marc. 2009. Oman: Politics and Society in the Qaboos State. London:
C. Hurst & Company.

e Valeri, Marc. ‘High Visibility, Low Profile: The Shi‘a in Oman Under Sultan
Qaboos’. International Journal of Middle East Studies, 42(2), pp. 251-268. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020743810000048

* Van Donzel, Emeri. 1987. ‘Sayyida Salme, Rudolph Said-Ruete und die
deutsche Kolonialpolitik’. Die Welt des Islams, 27(1), pp.13-22. DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1163/157006087X00033

* Van Ess, Josef. 2014. ‘Introduction: The Beginning of Ibadi studies’, in Ziaka,
Angeliki (ed.) On Ibadism, Hildesheim: Georg Olms Verlag, pp. 35-40.

e Vasmer, Richard. 1927. ‘Zur Geschichte und Miinzkunde von Oman in X.
Jahrhundert’. Zeitschrift fiir Numismatik 37, pp. 274-287.

e Veccia Vaglieri, Laura. 1949. ‘L’imamato ibadita dell’ ‘Oman’. Annali dell’Istituto
Universitario Orientale di Napoli, N.S. 3, pp. 245-82.

*  Vehkavaara, Mikko. 1997. ‘Entering the Exciting: The Distinctive Features of
al-Ibadiya’. Studia Orientalia 82, pp. 129-144.

e Ward, Philip (ed.). 1987. Travels in Oman. On the Track of the Early Explorers.
Cambridge: Oleander Press.

e Warden, Francis. 1856a. ‘Brief Notes Relative to the Province of Oman, Prepared,
in August 1819, by Francis Warden, Member of the Council at Bombay’. Selections
from the Records of the Bombay Government 24, pp. 40—44.

*  Warden, Francis 1856b. ‘Historical Sketch of the Rise and Progress of the
Government of Muskat, Commencing with the Year 1694-95, and Continued
to the Year 1819°. Selections from the Records of the Bombay Government 24,
pp. 166-271.

*  Whitcomb, Donald. 1975. ‘The Archaeology of Oman: A Preliminary Discussion of
the Islamic Periods’. Journal of Oman Studies 1, pp. 123-157.

¢ Whitehouse, David. 1982. ‘East Africa and the Maritime Trade of the Indian Ocean,
A.D. 800-1500’, in: Amoretti, B.S. (ed.) Islam in East Africa: New Sources. Rome:
Herder, pp. 411-24.

e Wikan, Unni. 1982. Behind the Veil in Arabia: Women in Oman. Baltimore. The
Johns Hopkins.

*  Wilkinson, John C. 1964. ‘A Sketch of the Historical Geography of the Trucial
Oman Down to the Beginning of the Sixteenth Century’. Geographical Journal,
130(3), pp. 337-349. DOI: https://doi.org/10.2307/1794758



Abdulrahman al-Salimi

Wilkinson, John C. 1971. ‘The Oman Question: The Background to the Political
Geography of South-East Arabia’. Geographical Journal, 137(3), pp. 361-371.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.2307/1797273

Wilkinson, John C. 1972a. ‘The Origins of the Omani State’, in: Hopwood, Derek
(ed.) The Arabian Peninsula: Society and Politics. Totowa, New Jersey: Rowman
and Littlefield, pp. 67-88.

Wilkinson, John C. 1972b. A Short History of Oman from Earliest Times. Muscat.

Wilkinson, John C. 1973. ‘Arab-Persian Land Relationships in Late Sasanid Oman’.
Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian Studies 3, pp. 40-51.

Wilkinson, John C. 1974. ‘Bayasirah and Bayadir’. Arabian Studies 1, pp. 75-85

Wilkinson, John C. 1976a. ‘Bio-Bibliographical Background to the Crisis Period in
the Ibadi Imamate of Oman’. Arabian Studies 3, pp. 137-164.

Wilkinson, John C. 1976b, ‘The Ibadi Imama’. Bulletin of the School of
Oriental and Afirican Studies, 39(3), pp. 535-551. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/
S0041977X00050990

Wilkinson, John C. 1977. Water and Tribal Settlement in South-East Arabia: A Study
of the Aflaj of Oman. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Williamson, Andrew. 1974. ‘Harvard Archaeological Survey in Oman, 1973: Sohar
and the Sea Trade of Oman in the Tenth Century AD’. Proceedings of the Seminar
for Arabian Studies 4, pp. 78-96.

Wingate, Sir Roland. 1959. Not in the Limelight, London: Hutchinson.

Worrall, James. 2013. State Building and Counterinsurgency in Oman: Political,
Military and Diplomatic Relations at the End of Empire, London: 1.B. Tauris.
Yule, Paul. 1999. ‘The Samad Period in the Sultanate of Oman’. Iraq 61, pp. 121-46.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.2307/4200470

Zdanowski, Jerzy. 2022. Ordering What Cannot Be Done Is Not Possible. The Legal
Reasoning of Niir al-Din al-Salimi (1869—1914). Cracow: AFM Publishing House.
Zbik, Sebastian. 2022. ‘The Omani Prince in the Search for Protectors. Abdulaziz
bin Said’s Struggle for Power and Money in the Time of Growing British Dominance
in the Indian Ocean Region’, Journal of Colonialism and Colonial History, 23(1)
DOIL: https://doi.org/10.1353/cch.2022.0010

7bik, Sebastian. 2024. ‘The Separation of Oman and Zanzibar after 1856: British
Imperial Policy, Two Arab States and Their Elites’. Ph.D. thesis, The University of
Warsaw, Poland.



